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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A SCHEME has been prepared by Mr. }. E. M. Macgregor, 
F.S.A., F.RI.B.A., for the re-siting of Temple Bar gateway 
on the Embankment at the bottom of Middle Temple-lane, in 
accordance with a proposal of the City Corporation. p. 612 


THE PRINCIPAL FEATURES of the draft Master Plan 
for Bracknell New Town were explained by Sir Lancelot 
Keay, K.B.E., F.RJI.B.A., chairman of the Bracknell 
Development. Corporation, on April 21. p. 616 


A PROMISE to the building industry that he would see that the 
order book was full, and kept full, was made by Mr. Harold 
Macmillan, Minister of Housing and Local Government, at 
Manchester on April 19. p. 629 


THAT the kitchen-living-room type of plan did not feature 
among those in ‘‘ Houses, 1952,” the recently issued supple- 
ment to the Housing Manual, was regretted by Mr. R. ¥. P. 
Madge, M.I.Mun.E., when he spoke at the annual conference 
of the Association of R.D.C. Surveyors recently p. 631 


A MAJORITY REPORT against the adoption by the Govern- 
ment of any scheme of site value rating has been presented to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary 
of State for Scotland by the Inter-departmental Committee 
on the Rating of Site Values. p. 632 


SOME SUGGESTIONS for the improvement of the Standard 
Method of Measurement were made by Mr. E. S. Chalkley, 
at the R.I.C.S. on April 16. p. 633 


AN URGENT CALL to London builders to increase by every 
possible means the numbers of craft apprentices, and to youth 
employment officers to encourage school-leavers te choose building 
as a career, was made by' Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, president 
of the L.M.B.A., when he spoke at Croydon recently. _p. 638 


much guidance on this particular issue. 





THE FINANCE OF HOUSING 


TH present mood of impatience at the slow progress of the 

housing programme is in many ways’a good thing ; it is 
more often than not the impatience of the people that urges 
the politicians and the administrators to greater endeavours. 
But impatience is not enough ; it must be allied to a proper 
understanding of the problems to be overcome; indeed, 
mere blind impatience can do more harm than good. It is, 
therefore, salutory to realise that many of the problems of 
housing in this country are found in other countries ; such 
at least appears to be the position revealed by the study on 
methods and techniques of financing housing in Europe 
recently prepared and published by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe. 

The Report* reveals, for instance, that everywhere the 
building of houses to let by private enterprise is on the decline 
and in seme countries has almost. disappeared. House- 
building is now undertaken primarily by non-profit-making 
bodies; usually under the supervision of the public authorities 
themselves ; or else by persons wishing to build their own 
homes. On the other hand, the policy of concentrating almost 
entirely on public building to the exclusion even of building 
for owner occupation pursued by the Labour Government in 
this country does not appear to be typical. 

What then are the causes of this decline in private con- 
struction to let? One of the causes would appear to be the 
effects of rent control. The E.C.E. Report does not go into 
the problems of rent control in any detail; these are to be 
the subject of a separate study, the results of which will be 
available, it is hoped, later in the year. Nevertheless it 
contains this important statement :— 

** The relatively low rents charged in some countries form one 
of the chief obstacles to the financing of housing ; at the present 
time, it is, perhaps, the main reason for financial intervention on 
the part of public authorities ”—Introduction page 1. 

The same point is underlined in chapter II of the Report 
where the growing part played by the State in the finance of 
building is described and discussed. The Report says :— 

‘*'The change in the design of buildings, the need to assume 
part of the risk and to make good the lack of capital er to encourage 
saving are, among other circumstances—in particular the political, 
economic and social trends of governments—the factors which 
have brought about the development of this policy. However, 
perhaps the most obvious and perhaps the most permanent cause 
is the fact that house property does ngt offer a sufficient return. 

‘‘ This latter phenomenon dogs not seem, as is often believed, 
to have arisen only as the outcome of the economic upheavals 
caused by the second. world war, though the latter have no doubt 
greatly increased the disparity between costs and return—which 
varies considerably according to country—with the result that it 
now applies to almost every category of new building. It was in 
evidence long before the last war in those countries which achieved 
most success in the field of low rental housing. It seems likely to 
continue until the real cost ef building can be markedly reduced, 
if the broad masses of the population are to be provided with living 
accommodation of a standard regarded in the particular country 
concerned as generally desirable. . . 

It would seem, therefore, that a reduction in building costs - 
as well as a more realistic rent policy is necessary. Here, then, 
is a challenge to the building industry. The E.C.E. Report, 
dealing as it does with problems of finance, does not offer 
The Report, how- 
ever, makes it clear that the reduction of costs by lowering 
standards has been avoided almost everywhere. 

Apart from building costs proper, the cost of a dwelling 
includes both the price of the land and the financial charges. 
The problems connected with the search for available ground 
and land speculation are matters of concern in most countries. 
They appear, says the E.C.E. Report, to be dealt with most 
satisfactorily in places where the local authorities own con- 
siderable land and pursue a policy by which they are able 
not only to make sites available to builders at reasonable 
cost but in addition to play a part in stabilising the market. 


* Prepared by Sr ag and Materials Division of E.C.E., Russell-square 
House, London, W.C.1 
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The reference to local authorities making sites available 
at reasonable cost is interesting ; it is an idea which might 
be considered in this country. The Town and Country 
Planning Act and the New Towns Act not only confer powers 
of acquisition, but they also enable local authorities to dispose 

‘of land by way of lease or sale for development. So far, 

however, little or no land has been disposed of in this manner 
for housing purposes. If local authorities were also to under- 
take the clearance and preparation of sites prior to disposal, 
private enterprise would have some encouragement to tackle 
the problem of urban redevelopment which in the housing 
sphere was almost entirely left to local authorities to carry out. 
The cost of site clearance, etc., would obviously be much 
less than the subsidies at present payable out of public funds, 
so that a very real economy would be effected. 

This is only one of the many ideas which spring to mind on 
reading the E.C.E. Report. It is far too long a document to 
review in detail, but it will repay careful reading by ‘those 
who can obtain a copy. Certainly it should be read, marked 
and inwardly digested in the Government Departments 
concerned with housing policy. 


THE LAYMAN AND THE DESIGNER 


THE layman in his varying attitudes towards the range of 

professional men makes an interesting study. If he is a 
wise man he does mot normally presume to dictate to his 
doctor on medicine, to his lawyer on legal matters, nor to his 
engineer on construction ; he is willing to trust their judgment 
and accept their advice because their knowledge is greater 
than his. But in relation to the artist how different his 
behaviour often is. Admitting his lack of knowledge, he will 
nevertheless express the most confident and dogmatic opinions 
on art because he “ knows what he likes” or “knows what 
the public wants.” 

In the extremely interesting paper on “ Design in 
Transport,” which they gave recently before the Institute of 
Transport (some extracts are given elsewhere in this issue), 
Messrs. Gordon Russell and George Williams revealed some 
of the difficulties encountered by the designer on what may be 
called the “‘ art ” side of transport, in relation not only to the 
client or employer but to the engineer, and in every phase of 
transport design. ‘There is apparently a widespread lack of 
understanding of what constitutes good esthetic design in 
colour, texture, form and pattern. 

Nor is this the only trouble. ‘ From the tricycle to the 
bath chair, from the nursery to the grave,” said Mr. Williams, 
“the amateur designer sits in judgment on the professional 
to curse or acclaim the form and function of the vehicle of 
the day.” The acclaim is. naturally more welcome to the 
designer than the curse, but either must be judged according 
to the worthiness of the designer and the competence of the 
critic. ‘The designer may not always be right nor the critic 
always wrong, and vice versa. For example, as Mr. Williams 
reminds us, the introduction of a “ pseudo-Tudor ” railway 
refreshment car led to such a public outcry that it was quickly 
withdrawn. Here the designer was clearly in the wrong and 
the public in the right. But the real interest of this particular 
incident is how the car ever came into being. Was the 
designer merely incompetent ; or was he forced to do some- 
thing against his better judgment ? 

We find ourselves back to the old controversy about who is 
responsible for bad design. The ultimate answer must be 
the designer, whoever he is. If there were less pandering to 
what is believed to be popular taste there would be much less 
bad design—if designers were generally good! It is quite 
commonly believed (a distinguished architect expressed the 
thought the other day) that the semi-detached suburban 
type of house, beloved by the speculative builder, is what the 
so-called “‘ bourgeoisie” want—a belief that is clearly con- 
tradicted by the readiness of the same class of people to live 
in well-designed local authority houses. The fact is that 
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most people have little choice in the matter and, so far as 
design is concerned, will accept what is provided. It is the 
duty of architects, therefore, and indeed of all concerned 
with design, to see, so far as lies in their power, that what is 
provided is of good appearance as well as technically efficient. 

In all the ramifications of transport, as in architecture, 
there appears to be need for closer collaboration between the 
artist and the engineer. Nevertheless, it is clear that much 
progress has been made in this respect and that good work is 
continually being done. Further progress depends largely 
on the discernment of the lay employer. A sound rule for 
him is to make sure that his designers are competent and then 
leave them to get on with the job with as little interference 
as possible. : 


PRIVATE ENTERPRISE HOUSE- 
BUILDING 


i is too soon to form a reliable judgment on the effect of 

the Government’s policy of encouraging private enterprise 
housebuilding. Confusing reports are circulated—of thous- 
ands of private persons with licences to build but without 
builders to do the work ; of builders with estates laid out for 
hundreds of houses but without licences to build ; of local 
authorities who refuse to issue licences to private builders ; 
of reluctance of local authorities having surplus licences to 
transfer them to areas where there is a shortage, and so forth. 


If the situation is in fact as confused as it is said to be, the 


hopes of an early increase in the tempo of housebuilding seem 
likely to be disappointed. No doubt the Minister is fully 
aware of the difficulties and is doing all he can to overcome 
them. 

One thing about which there is little doubt—if some of the 
few privately built houses going up in suburban areas are 
any guide—is that we are threatened with a recrudescence of 
semi-detachment and the low structural and aesthetic standards 
of pre-war days. We see again here and there the familiar 
pairs with their standard plan, their g in. brick walls, their 
twin bay windows with breeze-block infilling between the 
studding—to be covered up with cement rendering or pebble 
dash—the poor little gables, and the old so-called “ selling 
features.” Of course, such houses comply with minimum 
statutory requirements, but is that enough? With the 
excellent example of the many architect-designed local 
authority housing schemes before us there can be no doubt 
of the answer. ‘ 

What can be done to avert the threat of a new outbreak of 
semi-detachment? Much. First it must not be forgotten 
that the planning authorities now have power under the 
Town and Country Planning Act to influence the design of 
elevations. Where there is an obvious duty to do so they 
should not hesitate to exercise that power ; but persuasion is 
better than compulsion. The building societies who advance 
the money for much of this development should also bring 
their influence to bear. So should the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government ; indeed, we are surprised that he 
has not already done so when we remember the enormous 
amount of research that has been done on housing by his 
Ministry. Then there are the organised architects. Why 
are they silent? As a correspondent inquired in our columns 
on March 21, why are questions not being asked in Parliament ? 

There is still time for action to be.taken in this matter 
but little time for further delay. It will be said that nothing 
must be done to impede progress, but, if reports are true, 
there is already no little impediment. Even the risk of some 
further delay is worth taking if it averts the threat of a 
repetition of the poor type of suburban development which 
took place between the wars. A good standard of layout, 
design and amenity should be regarded as essential in all new 
development, and we trust that Mr. Macmillan will stir the 
necessary action to enforce this wherever it is found to be 
lacking. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


OUR DEBT TO ART 


N times like the present when 
economies, big or small are of consider- 
able importance to so many, the artist is 
perhaps one of the first to suffer, for his 
services.are still widely regarded as being 
among the less essential things in life. 
There is no doubt that for many artists 
the outlook at the moment is none too 
bright, and it is therefore a comforting 
thought that the Artists’ General Benevo- 
lent Institution continues its work of 
helping those in need of assistance. 

From the establishment of the Institu- 
tion in 1814 until to-day over half a million 
pounds has been distributed. During 
last year grants were made totalling 
£10,938. The Artists’ Orphan Fund is 
also doing valuable work in supporting 
and educating the orphan children of 
artists. ‘The 1951 annual report of the 
Institution, which has just been issued, 
states that increasing costs and responsi- 
bilities make the support.of subscribers 
more necessary than ever. 

It would be a good thing for the Insti- 
tution if more people were to heed 
Charles Dickens who said that to help 
artists is not only a mark of respect but 
an appreciation of the great debt which 
all sensible and civilised persons owe to 
art. 


ROYAL VISIT TO B.R.S. 


THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH will visit the 
Building Research Station at Garston, 
near Watford, next Monday. On April 30, 
his Royal Highness will visit the Forest 


Products Research Laboratory at Princes 
Risborough. 


PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY 


“THE ART OF PHOTOGRAPHY on paper 
of which you are the inventor, has arrived 
at such a degree of perfection that it must 
soon become of national importance . hi 
said Lord Rosse to Fox Talbot in 1852. 
Although possibly thinking only in terms 
of his own sphere, that of astronomy, 
Lord Rosse would undoubtedly be as- 
tounded at the general significance of 
photography in the world to-day. A clear 
impression of this can be gained by a visit 
to the Exhibition of Professional Photo- 
graphy now being held at the Gallery of 
the Royal Society of British Artists, 
Suffolk-street, S.W.1, where works of 
some of the, leading British photographers 
can be seen. The subjects are of course 
varied and some of the work is outstanding. 
In the architectural field: there are photo- 
graphs that could be described as excellent 
and some only as fair, but there is much 
to interest the designer in this exhibition. 
It closes on May 10, but will not be open 
on May 9. 


COMMONWEALTH FELLOWSHIP 


A COMMONWEALTH FELLOWSHIP kas 
this year again been awarded to a graduate 
of the Liverpool School of Architecture, 
Mr. Derek R. H. Phillips. This is the 
tenth to be gained by a graduate of the 
School since these Fellowships were 
first inaugurated in 1925. 

The Fellowship, which is tenable in an 
American University for a period of 
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twelve months in the first instance, may in 
suitable cases be extended for a further 
nine months. It covers the full expenses 
of travel to, from and in the United States 
and of residence and study there. 

Whilst in America, Mr. Phillips will be 
working in the University of California, 
Berkeley, San Francisco. There he will 
investigate the possibilities of achieving 
economies in urban planning and building 
by the application of the results:of research 
in the field of natural illumination. 


FAREWELL BALL 


A BALL in honour of Professor Budden, 
who is vacating the chair of Architecture 
at the University of Liverpool at the end 
of the current session, is to be held at the 
University on June 13. Tickets (10s. 
each for students and 15s. each for 
graduates and others wishing to attend) 
may be obtained from R. D. Butterell, 
26, Abercromby-square, Liverpool, 7. 
A dinner will also be held before the ball 
commences and for this the number of 
tickets available is limited, so _ early 
application is advised. The organisers will 
undertake to reserve accommodation for 
those who state a need for it. 


R.I.B.A, LECTURE 


Mr. G. E, Kipper SMITH is to give an 
illustrated lecture on “ Italian Contem- 
porary Architecture and the Italian 
Heritage”? at the Royal Institute of 
British Architects on April 28 at 6 p.m. 


PAKISTAN’S SATELLITE TOWN 


A COURAGEOUS attempt to solve the 
problem of overcrowding in Karachi, 
where the population has increased four- 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, APRIL 25 

D.S.1I.R.—Exhibition of “‘ Dry Rot and Wood Worm” 
(opened earlier this month). Building Centre, 26, Store- 
street, W.C.1. Daily 9.30 a.m.-1 p.m. (Saturdays 
10 a.m.-1. p.m.). Continuing open until May 3. 

MONDAY, APRIL 28 

R. L B.A.—* Italian ,Contemporary Architecture and 
the Italian Heritage,” by Mr. G. E. Kidder Smith, 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 29 : 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF DEMOLITION CONTRACTORS. 
—Luncheon at which Mr. David Eccles, Minister of 
Works, is expected to be present. Holborn Restaurant 

C.1. 1 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30 

A.A.—“ An Art Critic Among the Architects,” by 
Mr. Basil Taylor, 34, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 8 p.m. 

RoyaL Society oF ARTs.—“ Amenities in Factory 
Design,” by Mr. Walter R. Bennett, L.R.I.B.A. 
R. 530 po John Adam-street, Adelphi, London, W.C.2. 


s, THURSDAY, MAY 1 

R.I.C.S. (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—Debate on theme 
that “ skill of young architects and quantity surveyors 
does not match their enthusiasm.” Talbot Restaurant, 
London Wall, E.C.2. 7.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MAY 2 

BRITISH COLOUR COUNCIL.—Opening by Mr. David 
Eccles, Minister of Works, of exhibition on colour and 
lighting in industry. 13, Portman-square, W.1. 12 noon. 

ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING ‘TECHNICIANS.—“ The 
— Plan,” by Mr. Arthur Ling, B.A., A.R.I.B.A., 
S ts M.T.P.I. Dennison House, Vauxhall Bridge-road. 

p.m. 


INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL a “* Dust 
and Fumes in Industry,” by R. Ashman, and 
* Filter Fg oe and Standardisation of Test Dust,” 
by Dr. Heywood, D.Sc.(Eng.), I.M.E., Storey’ 's 
— SW. 5.30 p.m. 


SATURDAY, MAY 3 


RoyaL AcaDEMY.—Opening of Summer Exhibition. 
Burlington House, Piccadilly. 9.30 a.m.-7 p.m. daily. 
Continuing until August 24. 

BUILDING Surveyors’ INSTITUTE.—Open meeting. 
eee of Commerce, New-street, Birming! 

p.m 
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“Oh yes, they’re treating this housing 
programme like a military operation” 











fold since partition, by the building 
of a satellite town is described in a 
booklet issued by the High Com- 
missioner of Pakistan, Nazimabad, as 
the new town is called, is the first satellite 
town to be built in Pakistan, and is now 
springing up in what only three years ago 
was a completely barren area. 

The new town has been planned on 
modern lines. The entire area has been 
divided into five neighbourhood units, 
each designed to accommodate 2,000 
families. In each unit sufficient space 
has been provided for shops, markets, 
service industries, public buildings, a 
community centre with cinemas, and so 
on. 

It is hoped in the years to come to 
establish many more similar towns in 
Pakistan, and in the Greater Karachi area 
alone the building of a further six satellite 
towns is envisaged. 


ART IN INDUSTRY 


AN EXHIBITION of the winning and 
commended designs in last year’s Royal 
Society of Arts Industrial Art Bursaries 
Competitions will be held at the R.S.A., 
John Adam-street, W.C.2, from May 19 
to 30. The Society’s report on the 1951 
competitions, which has now been pub- 
lished, states that awards totalling £1,750 
have been made to bursary winners. 

The primary purpose of the present 
form of competition, which commenced 
in 1938, is to help successful candidates 
to broaden their knowledge and experience 
by travel abroad and the study of foreign 
design, or, in certain cases, to obtain art 
training or industrial experience in this 
country. 

Commenting on the competitions, the 
Bursaries Board state that the standard 
of draughtsmanship in most of the 
non-technical sections was poor and many 
students appear to be trying to run before 
they can walk 
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THE {£100 FREE LIMIT 


‘THE ‘REFERENCE in our leading article 
last week on “ Building Licensing: the 
End in Sight?” to the “ free limit” of 
£100 as covering each six months was in 
error, as several readers have pointed out. 
The period within which £100 may be 
spent without licence is, of course, twelve 
months. 


A.R.C.U.K. REGISTER 


‘THE LATEST VOLUME of “ The Register 
of Architects,’ published by the Archi- 
tects Registration Council, appears in a 
new guise. The Royal College of Art 
has been responsible for the design of the 
cover and the general layout, and it will be 
generally conceded that there has .been a 
considerable improvement in appearance 
compared with former issues. Price 10s., 
the Register is obtainable from 68, 
Portland-place, W.1. 


LONDON’S DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


IN viEW of continuing public interest 
in the County of London development 
plan, the exhibition ‘‘ London—the next 
20 Years,” has been reopened at County 
Hall, S.E.1. It will remain open until 
May 17, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. 
Some 13 ,000 people visited the exhibition 
during its recent six weeks’ run. 


R.I.C.S. DEBATE 


THE JUNIOR ORGANISATION of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors have 
chosen a provocative theme for their 
debate to be held at the Talbot Restaurant, 
London Wall, E.C.2, on May 1. They 
are inviting architects and quantity sur- 
veyors to express their opinions on the 
motion “‘ That the skill of young architects 
and quantity surveyors does not match 
their enthusiasm.” Mr. H. A. Ackland, 
O.B.E., F.R.I.C.S., will preside. 
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HOSPITAL APPOINTMENT 


Tue Oxford Regional Hospital Board 
invite applications by May 15 for appeint- 
ment as Architect to the Board. The 
salary scale applicable is still under con- 
sideration by the Whitley Council, but 
the present incumbent is paid on a basis of 
£1,350 x £50—£1,550 per annum. De- 
tails advertised in this issue. 


ARCHITEBCT’S ESTATE 


G. A. Boswe.u, F.R.I.B.A., 


F.R.LA.S., of Glasgow, £66,000. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The | pyres + heretofore subsisting between 
Messrs. O. L. HANNEN, ERNEST R. Moore 
and PHILIP RUSSELL DIPLOcK, chartered architects and 
planning consultants, 7, Victoria-street, Ba san S.W.1, 
under the style or firm of Hannen, Markham, Moore 
and Diplock, has heen dissolved by mutual consént as 
from March "31, 1952. The cw will continue to be 
associated as chartered architects and planning con- 
sultants at 7, Victoria-street, S.W.1; at 26, Rodney- 
street, Liverpool, 1; Manchester; and Montreal, Canada, 
under the style or firm of Hannen, Moore and ’Diplock. 
In addition Mr. L. O. L. Hannen will continue to 
Bw at 7, VYictoria-street, Westminster, mea 

W.1, under the style of Leo ©. L. Hannen and John 

- arkham, chartered architects and planning = 
sultants. 


Messrs. A. F. H. AND PARTNERS, chartered 


architects, have chai “9 their address to24, Baker- 
street, W.1. Tel.: Welbeck 7091. 


Messrs EpwarD A. ’ PEARCE & PARTNERS, consulting 
engineers, inform us that they have closed their Harrow 
office, and all communications should now be addressed 
to 28, Baker-street, London, W.1. Tel. : Welbeck 3564. 


Mr. J. KENNEDY HAWKES, A.R.I.B.A., has moved his 
office to 27, Emperor’s «Gate, South Kensington, 
S.W.7. Tel.: Western 5353. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, April 24, 1852 


PipE DratnaGE.—The propriety of 
using earthenware pipes for drainage has 
been violently impugned, and the Board 
of Health recommendations of them 
objected to, in the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, where a paper on the subject 
is to be read shortly, that will probably 
excite some discussion. 
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TEMPLE BAR 


Scheme for Re-siting at 
Middle Temple Lane » 


Bi Neer Corporation of the City of London, 
in considering the possibility of 
removing Temple Bar gateway from a site 
north of London back to the City, asked 
Mr. J. E. M. Macgregor, F,S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., to inspect and report on: 

(1) The, condition of Temple Bar on its 
present site. 

(2) The practicability of removing the 
Bar to, and erecting it on a site in the 
City at the Embankment end of Middle 
Temple-lane. On inspection it was found 
that satisfactory answers could be given on 
both these points and the suggested site 
was therefore considered in detail. 

Middle Temple-lane and the building 
at the foot of it are set as indicated on the 
plan. The approach is very cramped and 
not axial. 

The Bar itself was designed to stand 
across the Strand, the buttresses on either 
side being masked by buildings. Mr. 
Macgregor, therefore, recommended that 
the Bar should be set on the line of the 
main row of great trees which would 
combine with it to give a barrier effect. 

Furthermore, by setting the Bar back 
behind the District Railway, foundation 
problems would be eased and a certain 
sense of vista to the approach obtained. 
The existing entrance to Middle Temple- 
lane would be widened out to give dignity. 

The chief criticism of the site has been 
the incongruity of the buildings which 
are behind, but the extent to which these 
would be masked can be gathered from 
the sketch. 

The scheme is at present being con- 
sidered by the City’s Improvements and 
Town Planning Committee. 















































TEMPLE BAR RE-SITED.—An impression of Temple Bar sited on the Embankment at the Shiai of Middle Temple-lane in 
accordance with the scheme prepared by Mr. F. E. M. Macgregor, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., for the City Corporation. (See above.) 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
THE HOUSING BILL 


Mr. MaAcMILLAN, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, on April 22, moved 
the Second Reading of the Housing Bill. 
He. said the Bill followed the general review 
of the finance of housing, which the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had announced in the debate 
last November. ‘The need for the review at 
this time arose primarily from the increases 
in the rate of interest on loans to local authori- 
ties. It was not true that the increased rate 
would mean an increased rent to the tenant. 
It might even lead to a reduction of costs 
and a corresponding reduction of rents. 

It had been said that those who lived in 
subsidised council houses had an_ unfair 
advantage over their neighbours who did 
not; but the millions of persons who lived 
in rent restricted houses had no right to 
point the finger of scorn at the tenants of 
subsidised houses, for until it was possible 
to untangle the immense mess.of rent restric- 
tion laws those persons were in a sense 
subsidised at the. expense of their private 
landlords. ‘The subsidy was broadly fair. To 
impose the whole burden on tenants of new 
council houses would be out of all propor- 
tion to what they should be asked to bear, 
and out of relation to what the majority of 
tenants throughout the country were paying. 
It was to avoid this that the Bill had been 
introduced. 

Since 1946 the three factors on which the 
subsidy was based—capital cost, cost of main- 
tenance, and notional rent—had increased. 
For the purpose of calculating the new sub- 
sidy the cost was now £1,575, the allowance 
for maintenance £12, and the ‘notional rent 
18s. While he had accepted the figure of 
£1,575 as the notional cost, it was hoped that 
in many cases the houses would be built 
more cheaply. The notional figure had been 
agreed with the local authorities on the basis 
of the old designs and the old standards, but 
it had been agreed, for the purpose of subsidy, 
to assume a saving of £50 on construction. 

Mr. Gipson said that if a reduction of 
£50 was assumed on the notional figure of 
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£1,575, would that not mean some changes 
in the structural design of the house ? 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said the changes would be 
the outcome of a development of the brilliant 
ideas and admirable designs set in motion by 
his predecessor. These would ensure the 
same amount of circulating space the same 
Dudley standards, with less expenditure. 

Clauses 3 and 4 dealt with arrangements 
for the disposal of council houses, ‘‘ disposal ”” 
covering both sale or lease.’ The Bill pro- 
vided that in making any such sale the local 
authority could limit the price at which the 
house might be re-sold and could limit the 
rent at which it might be let upon lease during 
any period not exceeding four years from the 
date of the original contract. This would 
become the standard rent. The Bill. further 
provided that the local authority would have 
the right to buy back the house within the 
ey years if the purchaser should wish to 
sell it. 
local authority might build new houses for 
immediate sale outside the subsidy arrange- 
ment. Mk. DE Freitas said that the Opposi- 
tion did not propose to divide against the 
Bill, but they hoped to improve it in com- 
mittee, when they would seek the complete 
removal of Clause 3, permitting the disposal 
of houses by local authorities, to which they 
were strongly opposed. 

Mr. Marp.es, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
said one method of bringing down the cost of 
housing, which was crucial, was to give private 
enterprise more chance to build houses, and 
since the Minister had taken certain action to 
free the industry, private enterprise builders 
were selling houses at £50 to £150 below the 
figure inserted in the licence by the local 
authority. 'The other way of reducing costs 
was to create conditions to enable private 
enterprise to get down to the job. The 
Minister, in conjunction with the Minister 
of Works, had created in the industry a 


psychological climate for the building of. 


houses. 
The Bill was read a second time. 
_ BRICK PRODUCTION 


On April 22, Mr. Donps asked the Minister 
of Works what was the percentage increase in 








STATUES FOR A SUNBURY CHURCH.—Four statues carved in English oak for the 


reredos in the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Sunbury-on-Thames. 


From left to right : 


St. Peter, St. Joseph, St. Mathew, and St. Mary “eras eg The sculptor was Leonard 


Jennings, O.B.E. 





The regulations also provided that a’ 
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brick production for the first three months of 
1952, compared with the same period in 1951; 
what success had attended his efforts to expand 
brick production; and to what extent it 
met the full needs of rearmament and the 
housing programme. 

Mr. Eccies said that brick production in 
the first three months of this year increased 
by 13 per cent. compared with the same period 
of 1951 and had met the needs of the building 
programme. 

In reply to a further question by Mr. 
Dopps, Mr. Ecctes said that if production 
went on at 13 per cent. more than last year 
they would get 800,000,000 more brieks 
this year, which he hoped would be enough 
to fulfil the housing programme. 


BUILDING LICENSING 

On April 22, Mr. Hurp asked the Mirlister 
of Works in what circumstances under his 
regulations local authorjties acted as his 
agents in prosecutions on charges of exceeding 
the £100 a year free limit in building ; and, 
in view of the desirability of encouraging 
those who would help themselves to provide 
homes, if he would now amend his regulations 
to permit greater latitude in such cases. 

Mr. Ecctzs said that local authorities had 
powers without reference to his department 
to institute proceedings against persons 
suspected of contravening Defence Regulation 
56A. They now had considerable discretion 
to license the erection of houses and he was 
considering with the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government whether any further 
changes should be made in the licensing 
system. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
RI.B.A. FORM OF CONTRACT 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It was good to read that a clear 
interpretation of what should be the 
correct practice under the “ Limit of 
Retention Fund ” has now been made by 
the Joint Contracts Tribunal. Practice 
Note No. 29 has confirmed that which 
contractors have maintained for years 
past, but the need of such advice as is 
contained in Note 29 is shown clearly by 
the letter from Mr. D. Smith, 
A.R.I.C.S., in your issue of April 11. 

Contractors have always maintained 
that the “ limit of retention fund ” should 
be expressed in money in the appropriate 
place in the Appendix, as apart from the 
** percentage of certified value retained,” 
which, of course, by its very wording 
shows it is a percentage that is called for. 
The decision that the “ limit of retention 
fund ” should be stated as an amount of 
money has cleared misunderstandings 
which have persisted for a long time. 

Too often has it been the case that the 
“limit of retention fund” has been 
entered at “10 per cent.” simply because 
the ‘percentage of certified value re- 
tained” has already had ‘10 per cent.” 
placed against it. 

_In any case, the amount which must 
now be stated in pounds as the ‘“ limit 
of, retention fund.” must still not exceed 
an amount which is equivalent to 10 per 
cent. of the contract sum. In practice, 
however, the maximum allowed as “ limit 
of retention fund’’ has been also the 
minimum. 

Under present-day conditions, where 
the delay in settling contractors’ accounts 
has become a national problem, the 
insistence of many architects on adhering 
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to the maximum figure of 10 per cent. in 
calculating the amount in pounds for the 
‘limit of retention fund” affects con- 
tractors adversely, owing to an additional 
unnecessary freezing of funds. Let it be 
said, however, that many other architects 
have realised this; and for contracts over 
£5,000 the “limit of retention fund,” 
while fixed as an amount in pounds, does 
not exceed the equivalent of 5 per cent. 
of the contract sum. 

It. is hoped that, now that the Joint 
Contracts Tribunal have given their advice 
by the issue of Practice Note 29, a matter 
of concern to all contractors will have been 
remedied. 

T. S. B. Coats [A.C.W.A.] 

23, Myrtle-grove, 

Swansea. 


HOLIDAYS WITH PAY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—There is some talk of the building 
industry adopting a longer annual 
paid holiday for all operatives. The 
pros: and cons will be. under review by 
the N.J.C., and whatever the decision it is 
hoped that among other things the follow- 
ing points will not be overlooked : 


1. The seasonal nature of the industry 
makes it desirable to take full advantage 
of geod building weather. If the opera- 
tives are conceded a longer annual holiday 
(and, of course, the reasonable right to 
spend it during the summer months) the 
output of the industry will suffer. ‘There- 
fore as a quid pro quo it seems reasonable 
that the operatives in turn should con- 
cede that from April to September hours 
up to 50 per week may be worked without 
overtime pay. For the six months, 
October to March, the “‘ normal ” number 
of hours may be reduced to 40. 


2. The -sturdy independence of the - 


building trade operative is well known. 
When the question of holidays with pay 
was first mooted, the N.J.C. must have 
been either flushed with motherly benevo- 
lence or married to the Welfare State, or 
both. How otherwise can one explain 
the cumbersome stamp-sticking bureau- 
cratic machinery devised to nurse the 
operative into a holiday, to prevent him 
from taking care of his own finances and, 


. in the last resort, to deprive the few 


illiterate, irresponsible roamers- of their 
just dues ? How much.holiday pay has 
been withheld from the lawful owners ? 
I have not seen recent figures, but the 
fund is growing and may now perhaps be 
£100,000. Against this, however, one may 
recognise the large sums in weekly stamps 
credited as holiday pay to operatives 
working less than one week and. thereby 
getting more than their due. 

To do this inequitable nursing the 
industry has set up a massive administra- 
tion starting with the Management Com- 
pany and permeating into every builder’s 
office throughout the country, costing the 
industry and the nation many thousands 
-of pounds. The Management Company 
accounts are only a tiny bit of the story. 

‘ When any revision of the scheme is 
under review, can the N.J.C. be expected 
to consider the following points : 

(a) Legislate for an addition of, say, 
‘64 per cent. of basic earnings to each 
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operative’s weekly wage to cover all an- 
nual and public holiday liabilities of the 
employer ; 


(b) Pay the money out each week to the © 


operative. Encourage National Savings so 
that instead of paying for administration 
the operative gains by the addition of in- 
terest to his fund ; and 


(c) Scrap the elaborate H.W.P. machin- 
ery now existing, and turn the manpower 
on to something useful. Any surplus re- 
maining after liquidation of the Manage- 
ment Company may perhaps be applied 
to found a National Institute of Building 
Technology. 

G. J. MACMILLAN. 

Crawley, Sussex. 


DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH 
DATA . 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—You rightly emphasise in a leading 
article in your issue of April 18 the 
importance of research to the building 
industry. You also suggest the formation 
of a clearing house for information on 
what research is going on and to whom to 
apply for results. As you say, the 
difficulty which most research bodies 
find is to make their work known .to those 
who should take advantage of it. During 
the Festival Year the Building Centre 
issued a booklet giving information on 
the organisations connected with the 
architectural profession and the building 
industry, together with notes on the work 
of the various research and development 
bodies concerned. A certain number of 
copies of this booklet are still available 
and can be had free on application. 


The great increase in the number of 
research organisations and development 
associations has in the last few years given 
Great Britain the finest service of its kind 
in the world. It is the policy of the 
Building Centre to be closely in touch with 
all these bodies in order to be able to 
direct inquirers to the appropriate sources 
of information. It does not, of course, 
itself conduct research, but keeps records 
of what is going on, and much of the 
results of this can be seen at the Centre. 
It would seem that the Centre is really 
providing, at any rate to an important 
extent, the clearing house which you 
advocate. 

Some may possibly find it difficult to 
visit the Centre as regularly as they might 
wish in ordinary working hours, but we 
should like them to know that arrange- 
ments can always be made for special 
parties to visit the exhibition after normal 
closing hours. 

F. R. Yersury, Director, 
The Building Centre. 
Store-street, W.C.1. 


THE HANSOM CAB 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—As. the advertiser of the hansom 
cab in The Times recently I was 
most interested in your note (The Builder, 
March 21) regarding the inventor and the 
photograph of his grandson, Mr. A. J. R. 
Hansom. 
The cab.I advertised was, rather 
surprisingly, promptly sold, and I could 
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have sold a dozen more had I had them, 
but as I have only one remaining I am 
keeping it as a curiosity. 

The interest my advertisement evoked 
in these highly mechanised times was 
truly remarkable and something of a 
tribute to the inventor. 


: RosBerT J. A. WHITE. 
The Grove, 
Langley, Bucks. 


BUILDING COSTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was much interested in the letter 
you published in your issue of 
April 11, from Mr. E. G. Garmston. 
The figures quoted for pre-war overheads 
—as low as 24 percent. on cost which may 
now be 74 per cent. to 124 per cent.— 
raises the question of what is included as 
Prime Cost and, therefore, what are 
considered Overheads and whether the 
percentages are on total Prime Cost or 
on Direct Wages. 


Will Mr. E. G. Garmston kindly supply 
this information ? 


H. BRgeEns. 


27, Rickmansworth-road, 
Pinner, Middlesex. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


S. ,—With reference to Mr. R. L. 
Eke’s letter (your issue. April 18) ; 
his figure is correct for hydrated lime. 
My figure was based on blue lias lime and 
this qualification was omitted in my 
original letter. My apologies to the 
Southern Lime Association. 


R. H. WILLIs, 
[F.R.I.C.S., F.1L.A.S.] 
Vincent House, 
Vincent-square, S.W.1. 


SELF-SIPHONAGE OF FIXTURE 
TRAPS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


om, ,—In his notice on page 598 in 
your issue of April 18, concerning 
the American Report No. 126 on the 
self-siphonage of fixture traps, your 
reviewer says: “ Unfortunately, few of 
the recommendations are practicable. 
Readers of your newspaper who may 
have read our advertisements which 
appear in it from time to time, may have 
noted that soon after Mr. Wise’s paper to 
the Institution of Sanitary Engineers was 
published we announced that we manu- 
facture our tubular copper traps with the 
correct degree of fall on the outlet. 


One of Mr. Wise’s most important 
recommendations is that the angle of fall 
from the trap to the stack should not 
always be 5 deg. As we make a trap by 
bending copper, it was easy for us imme- 
diately to alter the outlet angle from the 
British Standard 5 deg. to the more 
suitable one recommended by Mr. Wise. 

HucH Go.per, Managing Director. 

Econa Modern Products, Ltd. 


Aqua Works, Warwick-road, 
Birmingham, 11. 





































































BRACKNELL NEW TOWN 
Exhibition of Draft Master Plan 


THE principal features of the draft Master 

Plan for Bracknell New Town were 
explained to the Press on Monday by Sir 
Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., F.R.J.B.A., chairman 
of the Bracknell Development Corporation, 
before the opening of the public exhibition of 
the plan, which is being held at the British 
Legion Hall, Bracknell, this week. The 
exhibition, closes at 6 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 27. 

The Master Plan in its final form is to be 
submitted to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government within the next two 
months, and in the meantime constructive 
criticisms of the draft plan will be welcomed 
by the Corporation. 

The plan provides for an ultimate popula- 
tion of 25,000, i.e. ‘five times the town’s 
present size. The: designated area is 1,860 
acres, or some 700 acres less than originally 
envisaged, this area having been omitted as a 
result of the public inquiry which followed 
the draft designation order made in December, 
1948. A further loss to the town has been the 
100 acres at Ramslade which has been taken 
for the R.A.F. Staff College. The ultimate 
proposed population has not, however. been 
reduced in proportion to the designated area, 
and Bracknell will thus have to forgo certain 
amenities, such as having its own green belt. 
The Corporation have found nevertheless 
that there is an insufficient allocation of land 
for industry, and representations have been 
made to the Ministry for permission to 
include a further 50 or so acres within the 
designated area for this purpose. The result 
of these representations is expected to be known 
within a month. It is estimated that about 
6,000 people will ultimately require employ- 
ment in industry. Service industry will 
require about 14 acres, situated mostly near 
the Town Centre. 

For the estimated increase in population, 
about 6,000 new houses will be required, and 
surveys indicate that these can be accom- 
modated on about 600 acres without exceeding 
a net residential density of 30 to 40 per acre. 
The residential areas fall naturally into four 
neighbourhoods, Priestwood, Bullbrook, 
Harmans Water and Easthampstead. 

A full range of school accommodation has 
been agreed with the Berkshire county council, 
and is shown on the plan. 

The provision of open space is “ in accord- 
ance with modern thought,” and will allow 
for all kinds of recreation as well as enhancing 
the beauty of the landscape. 

A town centre appropriate to the needs of 
the ultimate population will be developed 
around the existing High-street, and each 
neighbourhood centre will eventually have 
its own local shops, etc. 

In view of the pressing need for housing 
the Corporation commissioned Messrs. Louis 
de Soissons, A.R.A., and Partners, to design 
some houses as an interim measure. Contracts 
were signed for, eventually, nearly 200 houses, 
of which 44 were occupied by the end of 
March last. A start has also been made on the 
first factory, which it is hoped will be operating 
by July next. 

The draft Master Plan has been drawn up 
by the Corporation’s staff, the chief officers 
of which are Sir Ambrose Flux Dundas, 
K.C.LE., C.S.I., general manager; and 
Messrs. E. A. Ferriby, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., chief architect; J. T. Kendal, 
A.M.I.C.E., M.I.Mun.E., chief engineer ; 
A. L. Strachan, B.Sc., F.R.I.C.S., chief 
estates officer; H. Marshall, F.S.A.A., 
F.I.M.'P.A., chief finance officer ; and R. N. 
Hutchins, LL.B., D.P.A., L.M.T.P.I., chief 
law officer. 


* occasion 
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Pump-house at the sewage treatment works. Architect : A. G. Sheppard Fidler, MA, FRIBA. 
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CRAWLEY NEW TOWN, SUSSEX 
Schemes for Part of the Town Centre 
and the Neighbourhood Centres 


A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, MA, B.ARCH, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
CHIEF ARCHITECT, CRAWLEY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


piss for the first part of the Town 
Centre and for the West Green and 
Northgate neighbourhood centres at Craw- 
ley New Town were made public for 
the first time recently, when Sir Thomas 
Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., chairman of 
the Crawley Development Corporation, 
presented his annual report.* Since this 
it has been announced that 
Mr. H. S. Howgrave-Graham, Dip. Arch. 
(Rand), A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., has been 
appointed chief architect to the Corporation 
in succession to Mr. Sheppard Fidler, who 
is leaving at the end of the month to take 
up his appointment as Birmingham City 
Architect. 

In drawing up the final plan of the 
Town Centre great efforts have been made 
to ensure that the new shopping centre 
will grow out of the existing Crawley 
High-street, from west to east, and the 
scheme provides for really satisfactory 
shopping links to the proposed new railway 
station. 

The views of Crawley Church will form 
an important feature in the Town Centre 
vistas. Ample space has been provided 
for the future civic buildings, and a large 
area has been set aside for the technical 
school and its playing fields. 

The first shops will stretch from Crawley 
High-street opposite Woolworth’s in ‘an 





*An outline of the main features of the report, 
with particular emphasis on the financial problems 
me Se Corpofation, was published in our issue for 

pril 4. 


easterly direction, and the first portion | 
will be a pedestrian way with shops on 
either side, over the end of which will be a 
cafe or restaurant on a colonnade. This 
is intended. to form an attractive and” 
unusual link with very ‘‘ safe’ shops, from” 
the point of view of pedestrians. Work | 
will start this year. : 

The Town Centre envisages eventually 
multiple shops with one or more dgpart- ” 
mental stores, and it is hoped that even 
the first portion will be a step towards 
making Crawley the shopping centre for a 
large surrounding area. 


THE NEIGHBOURHOOD UNITS 


Development plans in full detail have” 
now been prepared and issued to contrac- 
tors for West Green, Northgate, Three | 
Bridges and Langley Green. Outline 
plans have been finalised for Pound Hill 
and Ifield ; a provisional layout has been | 
prepared for Southgate, and only Gossops 
Green and Tilgate remain in the relatively 
skeleton form of the Master Plan. Thus 
detail plans have been prepared for six” 
out of the nine neighbourhood units of) 
the finally completed Crawley. 

The general position with regard to ™ 
development has also advanced appreciably | 
in the past twelve months. : 

The roads and services of West Green 
are virtually complete, except for final 
footpaths and landscaping. | Northgate 
is about two-thirds to three-quarters | 
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complete. Contracts have been let for 
the whole of roads and services in Three 
Bridges, and a large amount of the work 
has been done during the winter. Con- 
tracts have also been let for the first stage 
of Langley Green and tenders have been 
received for the whole of the remaining 
roads and services. 


Drawings of the Corporation are in 
readiness for the letting of the site works 
contract for the southern half of Pound 
Hill during 1952. 


WEST GREEN 


In West Green 7,000 yds. of roads and 
services have been completed, and 622 
dwellings are built, or in course of build- 
ing. Of these, 96 are three-storey flats 
and 50 are two-storey flats. 


The neighbourhood centre, which con- 
sists of seven shops with living accommo- 
dation over, and a certain number of 
standard and intermediate houses, as 
well as bungalows and flats, has been 
designed and has gone to tender this 
month. 


{t will therefore be in existence towards 
the end of this year, while in September 
it is expected that the West Sussex County 
Council will complete the first part of the 
primary school. West Green is thus 
approaching a complete neighbourhood. 


Great efforts have been made to see 
that diversity is obtained, and that as 
much interest in individual houses can 
be obtained as is possible. The erection 
of houses in rows on the suburban pattern 
has been avoided, and it is hoped that 
West Green, as it is emerging, will be 
egarded by both old and new residents 

worthy of its position in a Sussex town. 
ontracts let for roads and services at 

Jest Green amount to £200,000, and 


View of “The Link” from Buckman’s-road on West Green housing site No. 2. 
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housing contracts let reach a total of 
£990,000. 


NORTHGATE 


Very considerabie progress has been 
made with Northgate. Dwellings built, 
or in course of building, number 758, and 
include 66 three-storey flats and 36 
two-storey flats. Northgate neighbour- 
hood centre of 12 shops, with living accom- 
modation, some houses and flats, is de- 
signed and is out to tender this month. 
Contracts let for roads and services at 
Northgate amount to £155,000, .and 
housing contracts already let to £1,260,000. 
Northgate is therefore also taking con- 
siderable shape, and before the end of the 
year will approach the completeness of 
West Green. ° 


THREE BRIDGES 


In Three Bridges contracts have been 
let for 986 houses, and for roads and 
services amount to £210,000, and for 
housing, to £1,732,000. 


LANGLEY GREEN 


The contract to open up Stage 1 of 
Langley Green is now in progress, and 
site works to open up the remainder are 
in tender form and before the Ministry 
for financial approval. Contracts have 
been awarded subject to Ministry approval 
for 696 dwellings. Contracts let for roads 
and services in Stage 1 amount to £80,000, 
and housing contracts awarded are esti- 
mated to cost £1,200,000. 


OTHER NEIGHBOURHOODS 


It is hoped to start building houses in 
Pound Hill and Ifield in the spring of 
1953, while in Southgate the first portion 
of roads will be started in 1953. 

In all neighbourhoods a total of some 


Architect : 


A. G. Sheppard Fidler, MA, FRIBA. 


730 houses was completed by March 31 
of this year, and it is hoped that by the 
end of the year, 1,450 new dwellings will 
be occupied. In 1953 onwards it is 
expected that 1,000 houses per annum will 
be completed and occupied. By Decem- 
ber 31, 1952, the Corporation will have 
let and have either completed, or have in 
progress, 3,700 dwellings. 


Great efforts are made to analyse 
tenants’ requirements and to build dwel- 
lings which are most sought after by appli- 
cants, giving due weight to the plan and 
treatment, and having full regard to the 
rents which must be paid to meet the 
rising cost of construction and the in- 
crease in the interest rate of public works 
loans. 


With this in view, the following per- 
centages have been used as a basis of new 
construction: One-bedroom houses, 5 ; 
two-bedroom, 25; three-bedroom, 64; 
four-bedroom, 5; and five-bedroom, 1. 


Flats have been erected in a decreasing 
proportion and it is clear that once tenants 
decide to come into the country to live 
they almost universally prefer a house with 
a garden. Bungalows without gardens 
and flats are mainly required by young 
married couples, who both wish to work 
for the first portion of their married life, 
by older middle-aged people, and smaller 
families with grown-up children. 


A number of houses are to be built in 
accordance with the plans of reduced area 
issued by the Ministry. 


THE INDUSTRIAL AREA 


Conscious that the provision of adequate 
and diverse employment must be the basis 
of New Town development, the Corpora- 
tion have substantially extended the 
Industrial Area. Having completed the 
layout and the disposal of the whole of 
the first 50 acres, with the exception of one 
site of 2} acres, roads and services haye 
been installed for a new area of 30 acres. 


Good progress is also being made at 
Crawley in the provision of water supplies, 
sewage disposal and other services. 

The following are the principal con- 
tractors engaged on building contracts at 
Crawley New Town: 

Housing Contracts: F. Bilton, Ltd., 
London, S.W.2; Carlton Contractors, 
Ltd., London, S.E.9; G. T. Crouch, 
Ltd., Kingston -on- Thames; _ Richard 
Costain, Ltd., London, S.W.1; Hoad 
and Taylor, Ltd., Horsham; James 
Longley and Co., Ltd., Crawley; Y. J. 
Lovell and Son, Ltd., Horsham ; Rice and 
Son, Ltd., Brighton. 

Corporation Standard Factories : Hollo- 
way Bros. (London), Ltd., London, 
S.W.1 

Factories Erected by Industrialists : C. H. 
Gibson, Ltd., Croydon ; Holloway 
Bros. (London), Ltd., London, S.W.1; 
James Longley and Co., Ltd., Crawley ; 
George Potter, Ltd., Horsham. 

Surface water disposal : Willment Bros. 


Roads and services for extension to 
Industrial Area : Holloway Bros. (London), 
Ltd., London, S.W.1. 
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Model of pedestrian shopping street in the Town Centre (see plan on opposite page). Model made by E. Ching. 


Shopping facilities in the existing Crawley are con- 
centrated in the High-street, a section of the London- 
Brighton-road. The Master Plan provides for east- 
wards expansion, the main approach being ultimately 
from the proposed Brighton motorway on the east. 
The principal circulatory roads at the centre, the High- 
street, the new East-West Boulevard, Tilgate Radial 
and the existing Three Bridges-road enclose the new 
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shopping centre, subsidiary circulation being provided 
by dual-carriageway roads planned as a letter ‘‘ H.” 
Small car parks are provided all round the perimeter. 
The area north of the Boulevard is reserved for buildings 
of a public and semi-public character. The Boulevard 
is terminated at the western end by the Civic Group 
and at the eastern end by the College of Further 
Education. 
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Crawley Town Centre. Senior architect in charge : H. S. Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, AMTPI. Design team : 
Petty, ARIBA, AMTPI, and P. G. Hossack, B.Arch. 
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Model of West Green Neighbourhood Centre showing seven shops with maisonettes over, public house and terrace 

housing planned around a small green. These and other features of the scheme are indicated in the layout plan below. 

Design team: H.S. Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, AMTPI, K. H. Saunders, ARIBA, P. R. Bryant, ARIBA, 

C. $. Greening, ARIBA, AMTPI, and K. }. Todd, ARIBA. School and community wing have been designed by 
F. R. Steele, FRIBA, MTPI, Architect to West Sussex County Council. Model by E. Ching. 
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NORTHGATE 
HOUSING SITE 
No. 1A 


The photograph shows the 
front entrance of a block of 
3-storey, 2-bedroom flats. 
The plans are also given. 
Architect: A. G. Shep- 
pard Fidler, MA, FRIBA. 
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DESIGN FOR CORNER FLATS 


Shown here is a scheme for four 2-bedroom 
and two 1-bedroom flats designed as a two- 
storey corner block linking two terraces at 
right angles to each other. This helps to 
raise the density, screens back gardens and 
improves the architectural treatment of 
corners. Design team: N. Foley, Dip.Arch., 
ARIBA, AILA, and M. Clayton. Model 
by E. Ching. 


Right : Typical layout showing varied use of 


flats. 


Below : Plans of end of block. Floor areas: 1- 
bedroom flat, 545 sq. ft. ; 2-bedroom 
flat, 700 sq. ft. 
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CRAWLEY NEW TOWN, SUSSEX 








“STAR” FLATS 





, i e The photograph and plan on the left are of the ‘Star’? flats 
j oe i we Pe \ on West Green site 3B. Architect : A. G. Sheppard Fidler. 
rR Below are plans of 3-bedroom narrow-frontage-type houses. 
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General frontal view. 


NEW RIVER LODGE, STOKE NEWINGTON : 
LCC HOME FOR AGED PEOPLE 


ROBERT H. MATTHEW, CBE, ARIBA, ARCHITECT TO THE COUNCIL 


DESIGN PREPARED BY W. 7. DURNFORD, FRIBA, SENIOR ARCHITECT, AND A. E. MILLER, FRIBA 


HE site of this home covers 
about one and_ two-thirds 
acres and has a fine open view to 
the north across the New River 
and some fine trees. In planning 
the building, orientation was care- 
fully considered to give the maxi- 
mum number of bedrooms an 
east or west aspect, and the sitting- 
rooms a southern aspect. However, 
it was recognised that old people 
like to watch the activities of their 
younger neighbours and for this 
purpose the library and needlework 
room, with sitting-out places over 
and a spacious terrace, were placed 
on the north side looking over the 
river to the roadway beyond. The 
home is approached from Newton- 
close on the Council’s Woodberry 
Down housing estate by an entrance 
drive. Delivery of stores, fuel, etc., 
is via Seven Sisters-road. Two 
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Site plan. 
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First-floor plan. 









































Ground-floor plan. 
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quiet gardens have been provided 
on the south side, one with a lawn 
suitable for a game of bowls. 
Externally the building is faced 
with a warm-coloured brick. 


The colours of the interior and 
furnishings are pleasant and restful. 
The dining-room has views of both 
river and garden with a loggia on 
the garden side, and can seat the 
full number of residents at one 
time. One sitting-room is larger 
than the others and is provided with 
a small stage for entertainment. 


The home will house 92 aged 
men and women on two floors in 
single- and two-bed rooms, with 
the exception of two three-bed 
rooms. A flat for the matron and 
accommodation for the assistant 
matron and staff are at the southern 
end of the first floor. 


Ample bathing and lavatory pro- 
vision is made and the old people’s 
comfort and safety will be increased 
by cork flooring and handrails in 
corridors. 

The building is constructed on 
a modified steel frame principle to 
avoid the use of timber, a scarcity 
of which prevailed at the time of 
erection. External walls are of 
faced cavity type, cross walling 
being in solid brickwork and parti- 
tion walling between bedrooms 
formed of hollow clay blocks having 
sound-resisting and thermal 
qualities. The upper floor is of 
precast reinforced concrete hollow 
beam construction. 


With the exception of the staff 
quarters, which are heated by gas 
fires, the building is_ centrally 
heated by a radiator system, the 
supply pipes being placed in con- 
tinuous ducts below ground floor 
level and served from a basement 
boiler room at the west end. 


The main_ contractors were 
Messrs. Henry Boot and Sons, Ltd. 
Sub-contractors were as follows :— 


Mechanical. engineering, Newman 
and Watson, Ltd. ; electrical engineer- 
ing, Archibald Saville and Co., Ltd. ; 
roller shutters, G. Brady and Co., 
Ltd. ; wrought iron grilles and balus- 
trade, G. C. Harris ; glazed hood over 
kitchen equipment, Haywards, Ltd. ; 
glass and concrete roof lights, Luxfer, 
Ltd.; precast hollow beam floors, 
Fabricrete Products, Ltd. ; fireplaces, 
Bratt Colbran, Ltd. (interiors), Camden 
Tile and Mosaic Co., Ltd. (hearth and 
surrounds). 

Ironmongery, Childs, Constantine 
and Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, 
Standard Range and Foundry Co.; 
Wall and floor tiling, Parkinsons (Wall 
Tiling), Ltd. ; curtain hanger and track 
to stage, Hall Manufacturing and 
Supply Co., Ltd. 

Lettering, Nash and Hull, Ltd.; 
glazing, Leay Glazing Service, Ltd. ; 
cork tile flooring, Resilient Tile and 
Flooring Co. (Ealing), Ltd.; grano- 
lithic and plastering, Pollock Bros., 
Ltd.; tar paving, Tarpaving and 
Macadam, _ Ltd.: facing _ bricks, 
Dunbrik, Ltd. 
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A two-bedded room. 


A small sitting-room facing south. 


Below: The library. 
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Entrance hall. - Below : Lounge sitting-room, from the stage. 


NEW RIVER LODGE, STOKE NEWINGTON 
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View from cemetery drive. 


MEMORIAL GRAVE, LIVERPOOL 


DR. RONALD BRADBURY, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
CITY ARCHITECT 


HIS memorial has been erected by the citizens of Liver- 
pool to the memory of those who lost their lives in 
attacks from the air on the-City during the last war, and in 
particular the 554 persons who are buried in this communal 


grave. The part of the cemetery in which the grave is 
situated is honeycombed with a large number of old brick- 
built vaults and the grave itself utilises a line of 48 of these, 
some 170 ft. in length. The close proximity of the others, 
many already used for private burial, constituted a limiting 
factor in the design. 

The design is made up of three parts, namely, the main 
feature consisting of the memorial stone and platform, 
a small terminal feature at the further énd, and the grave 








Below : The plan. 


itself with adjacent pathway, linking the two. The inscrip- 
tion panel and plaque in relief of the City Arms are the 
work of Mr. H. Tyson Smith, the Liverpool sculptor. 
The subsidiary terminal feature consists of a simple un- 
carved slab with seat at right-angles to it, the length of 
grave in between appearing as a grass plot enclosed by stone 
kerbs. The work is faced throughout with Westmorland 
Green stone, four different textures having been -used, 
varying from an eggshell finish on the memorial slab to a 
riven surface for the paving. Along the length of the grave, 
the kerb stones are supported on brick walls built on to 
the original arches of the vaults, a 5 in. reinforced concrete 
raft being used to support the main and subsidiary features. 


The stone was supplied by the Broughton Moor Quarries, 
and was worked locally by Messrs. John Stubbs (Marble 
and Quarzite), Ltd., the general contractors. Sub-con- 
tractors for the reinforced concrete and brickwork were 
William Thornton and Sons, Ltd., while Quiggin Bros., 
Ltd., were responsible for the bronze handrail. 








GRA Fee 








MUNAL Ve | 




















BOR ws EAS. ae wale. 2 ee 





April 25 1952 








April 25 


specially i 
Ongested t 
eft for buil 
“T spoke 





April 25 1952 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
“Full Order Book” Promised 


F we are to get the best work out of the 
men employed in the building indus- 
y we must give them a full order book,” 
said Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, when he 
spoke at Manchester on April 19. “There 

ust be no fear that if you work too hard 
you may work yourself out of a job.” He 
gave a promise to the building industry that 
ihe would see that the order book was full, 
and was kept full. It was not 200,000 or 
50,000 or even 300,000 houses that they 

anted, he said. It was whatever the labour 
4nd materials available could produce or be 
made to produce by ingenuity and contriv- 
ance, by modern methods and modern 
mdesigns. 

“To satisfy the housing needs of the 

nation there is a vast demand ahead. It 

ill take a long time—many years—to build 
the new houses we require for the present 
housing lists. In addition, we ought to re- 
pair those that need and deserve repair; a 
ost urgent problem. But, even after that 
is done, we must make a start with replacing 
the old houses. There are many—far too 
many—old houses, dating from 70 to 120 
years ago, which ought to be swept away. 
hese, indeed, would have been swept away 
nder the pre-war slum-clearance schemes 
had it not ‘been for the second world war. 
here is an immense task to be done. No 
one in the industry need have any fear that 
t may be done too quickly.” 

Remarking on the fact that housing allo- 
ations had now been superseded, Mr. Mac- 
millan said: “Authorisations, or, as I prefer, 

stalments, have taken their place—not 
bnnually, once for all, but continuously, all 

e time—not a favour, which the local 
nuthorities are obtaining from us, but rather 
n duty which we are all the time laying upon 
hem. My officers in the regions are now free 
‘0 give such instalments to the local authori- 
ies, both for council houses and to cover 
icences to private builders. All that. I ask 

that they should together agree on the 
proper rate of instalments, having regard to 
ocal conditions. So, you will see, the old 
otion of fixed annual allocations is dead 
nd gone. Its place has been taken by the 
hew idea of instalments—the placing of 
brders at any time when supplies of materials 
and labour are available for building more 
houses.” 


A Long-Term Policy 

He had asked local authorities to look 
ell ahead in selecting and acquiring sites for 
levelopment. For, with modern water and 
ewerage requirements, he said, development 
ook a long time. He had asked them to 
be thoughtful not only of sites for develop- 
ment for council houses, but for’ private 
houses as well. For there should be no 
oolish or jealous rivalry between the two 
methods. They were, or should be, comple- 
entary, not competitive. Each had its 
bart to play. He had introduced a new Bill 
nto Parliament, the Town Development Bill, 
) take care of some of these future needs, 
specially in the case of the crowded and 
ongested towns, which had but few sites 
eft for building. Mr. Macmillan continued: 
“TI spoke just now of private building. 
When I took up my task it was clear to me 
hat to encourage more private enterprise 
ould help, not hinder, the local authorities 
0 meet their own needs. At that time one 
in eight of the houses constructed were being 
upplied by privafé enterprise, against the 
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permitted ratio of one in five. I authorised 
an increase of the ratio to one for one. 
Having regard to the very different condi- 
tions in different localities, I told the House 
of Commons that I thought the average for 
the country would work out at about one 
in four. That, in fact, is how it is working 
out to-day. I also said then that I believed 
there would be no reduction in the number 
of council houses built to let. I believe this 
will also prove to be true. In my view, pro- 
vided there is a proper contribution of 
houses to let, people should be allowed to 
build their own homes wherever they have 
a genuine need. For I believe that house 
ownership encourages a proper pride and 
responsibility in the citizens. It should be 
encouraged by every legitimate means. For 
this reason I have told the local authorities 
that, subject to reasonable safeguards, I 
shall be prepared to consider favourably 
schemes put up to me for the sale of council 
houses, old or new. For technical reasons 
legislation is necessary to provide these safe- 
guards. This legislation will be introduced 
next week, as a clause in the Housing Bill.” 


“ Non-Traditional” Building 

In order to try and save bricks, Mr. Mac- 
millan urged all local authorities to use 
“non-traditional” methods wherever they 
could. Anticipating criticism that these were 
not so good as “traditional” houses, he 
said: “ Properly used, they can be both effi- 
cient and attractive.” 

The Minister went on to give figures show- 
ing the housing progress in Great Britain 
for the three months ended February 29, 
compared with the same period a year ago. 
The number of houses for which tenders 
were approved and licences issued increased 
from 54,601 to 61,559. Houses started in- 


creased from 42,541 to 55,187, and those 
completed from 43,084 to 51,177. 


The 
number of houses under construction at the 
end of February, 1952, was 230,995, as com- 
pared with 201,455 at the end of February, 
1951. The figures up to the end of March, 
1952, were now being collected, and from 
what he could see of them they would fully 
maintain and, he hoped, exceed this progress. 

Referring to the importance of the repair 
and improvement of old houses, Mr. Mac- 
millan said: 

“To solve the whole problem means 
tackling the rent problem. Subsidy and rent 
restrictions both result from shortage and 
desperate need. Both are unhealthy as per- 
manent features in our economy. Both 
bring with them some benefits and many ill- 
effects. But we must have time; we must 
do first things first. Let us prove to our 
people that we are first tackling the job of 
house building as it ought to be tackled. 
This, fortunately, is more a matter of ad- 
ministration than of legislation. For legis- 
lation, alas! takes time, and, after the con- 
fusion of these six years, there are many 
claimants in this queue. Take, for instance, 
the question of development charge—one of 
the major obstacles to-day to real develop- 
ment. I cannot, by decree, override the law 
of the land. We cannot alter these laws, 
except by constitutional means. That 
applies to development charge, just as it does 
to bus and railway fares. We are working 
hard at possible revisions of these laws. I 
hope to find a solution to the problems set 
by the working of the Town and Country 
Planning Act. I hope to have some proposals 
ready for next session of Parliament. That 
means, however, more than a year before 
they can become law. Meanwhile, we must 
press on undeterred and undismayed.” 
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“SELF-HELP” GROUPS 
Their Part in the Housing Programme 


DVICE to local authorities on the part 

that housing associations and “ self-help ” 
groups can usefully play in the national hous- 
ing programme is contained in Circular 
No. 44/52 recently issued by the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government, The 
circular states that in the House of Com- 
mons on February 19 the Minister said that 
he would like to show some practical appre- 
ciation of the intiative and determination of 
the menibers of “ self-help ” groups to help 
themselves. Accordingly, he hopes that any 
“ self-help ” group able to convince the local 
authority that it has the will and capacity 
to supplement what would otherwise be done 
in the area with the available building labour 
and so to make a contribution to the local 
housing programme, will be enabled to do so 
in appropriate instalments. 

The local authorities should satisfy them- 
selves by an examination of the constitution, 
resources and financial arrangements of the 
“self-help ” group and the obligations resting 
upon the members that there is reasonable 
expectation that such a group can complete 
a given number of houses in a reasonable 
period of time, and the number of houses 
will necessarily be related to the result of 
the examination. 

Local authorities were informed in 

Circular 9/52 that if they are satisfied, after 
a comprehensive review, that more houses 
could be built with the resources available 
in their area, they may apply to the Principal 
Regional Officer for a further instalment of 
the national housing programme. In con- 
sidering such applications regard will be had 
to progress made in the building of any 
houses allotted by the local authority to a 
housing association and to proposals of the 
local authority of houses to be built by a 
housing association. 
_ Local authorities might also consider ways 
in which these groups can be trained into an 
efficient and balanced house-building unit, 
e.g., by taking advantage of the facilities 
offered by the local education authority, by 
the enrolment of voluntary tutors employed 
in the industry or in a direct labour force, 
or by introduction to other associations or 
groups already building in the area. 

It is most undesirable that persons con- 
templating the formation of a “ self-help ” 
group should incur any expenses or enter into 
any commitments until they have ascertained 
that they will be able to build the houses; 
indeed, they should ascertain first whether 
they can obtain suitable land at a reasonable 
price, whether planning permission is likely 
to be granted and whether they will be able 
to make the necessary arrangements with the 
local authority so as to be-able to build the 
houses, before taking any formal action to- 
wards the formation of a housing association. 
The Minister trusts, therefore, that the local 
authority will encourage informal. approach 
by such persons and will give them as much 
advice and assistance as possible: on 
questions relating to the formation of a hous- 
ing association and its functions they should 
be recommended to consult the National 
Federation of Housing Societies, 13, Suffolk- 
street, Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. 


Department of Health Circular 


: Details of the conditions under which 
“self-help” housing groups in Scotland 
should get permission to build are given in 
Circular No. 32/1952 issued by the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland. 
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THE NEW HOUSING OUTLOOK 
Effects of Government Policy on the Design of Rural Houses 


How the need for economy in house 
‘design will affect rural housing was 
discussed by Mr. R. J. P. Mapce, 
M.1.Mun.E., engineer and surveyor to 
Evesham Rural District Council, in a 
paper entitled ‘‘ The New Housing Out- 
look,” which he presented at the annual 
conference of the Association of Rural 
District Council Surveyors, which was held 
at Margate on April 21 and 22. Mr. 
Madge said: The present Minister of 
Housing and Local Government has made 
three announcements which materially 
affect local government housing policy. 
(a) The target of houses completed 
annually is increased to 300,000 houses, 
with diseretion to local authorities to allow 
a greater proportion to be built by private 
enterprise ; (6) a reduction in the overall 
area of local authority built houses; and 
(c) new subsidy rates. 

Three factors materially affect the 
number of houses which can be built with 
the resources available—the amount of 
other building work, the amount of work 
in each house and the efficiency of the 
building industry. 

It is apparent that a reduction in the 
amount of building work on projects other 
than new housing would make it possible 
to build more houses. The rearmament 
programme is at present absorbing 10 per 
cent. of the total output of the building and 
civil engineering industries. We cannot 
expect any immediate reduction in this 
direction. Building resources are being 
devoted to the provision of new factories, 
schools, hospitals, etc. If there is to 
continue to be an improvement in the 
efficiency of industry, the building of new 
factories cannot be curtailed other than as 
a purely temporary measure. New hos- 
pitals and such buildings are urgently 
required in many areas, and, with a growing 
child population and the need being 
created on large new estates, provision must 
be made for new schools. 

In spite of the present restrictions, a 
considerable amount of building effort is 
directed to the repair and improvement of 
existing properties. We cannot suggest 
that the amount of building work carried 
out in this connection should be reduced ; 
in fact, the reverse is the case. Because of 
a lack of incentive to the owner and the 
restrictions now in force many properties 
which could have been repaired at reason- 
able cost will eventually require complete 
reconditioning or they will: become unfit 
for habitation. 

The number of houses which can be 
built can be increased by reducing the 
amount of work in each house. Houses 
can be smaller, thus reducing the amount 
of labour and materials in each, and a 
greater standardisation and use of non- 
traditional types would require less labour 
in construction. The Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government has given 
local authorities a guide in reducing the 
size of houses, and I will refer ‘to his sug- 
gestions later in this paper. I would 
here make the point that, while local 
authority houses are to be smaller, the 
private houses, of which, there will be 


more than hitherto, will on average be 
larger than the council houses being built 
two or three years ago, and will absorb 
at least some of the saving achieved by the 
smaller council houses, especially in rural 
districts, where they will, for the most 
part, be detached houses on scattered 
sites. 


NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSES 


There is, generally speaking, a resistance 
to non-traditional houses in rural districts, 
but there is no doubt that there are many 
sites where they could be used without 
detriment to the locality and that they are a 
means of increasing the number of houses 
which can be produced by the resources of 
any particular area. 

Finally, the number of houses built 
can be increased by improving the effici- 
ency of the building industry and making 
a greater quantity of building materials 
available. It has been suggested that the 
building industry is at present working at 
about 80 per cent. of its pre-war efficiency. 
This is very probably true, and, taking 
into account the fact that the pre-war 
efficiency figure could not have been 100 
per cent., it is evident that there is much 
room for improvement. There is a 
prejudice in some sections of the industry 
against the adoption of new materials and 
methods and a noticeable lack of even the 
simplest of mechanical aids on a number of 
sites. Site organisation is often bad, 
leading to the waste of time and effort. 

An improvement in the materials 
position must depend very largely on the 
rearmament programme—steel is directly 
affected by this—and our ability to 
pay for materials which have to be 
imported. The output of bricks could, 
I believe, be increased if more coal 
were available, but coal is being ex- 
ported to help pay for imports. It is 
possible that an increased output of coal 
would indirectly solve the materials 
situation so far as the building industry 
is concerned. 

It appears that the achievement of the 
new housing target depends very largely 
upon the extent to which the building 
industry faces up to the problem. I am 
not suggesting that local authorities have 
no part to play. They have a very 
important part. They must ensure that 
the maximum use is made of the building 
resources of their area. To achieve this 
there must be a steady flow of sites and 
work for the industry, with provision for 
both the large and the small firm. 


THE SMALLER HOUSE 


In announcing the acceptance of a 
reduced overall area for council houses 
the Ministry is responding to the persistent 
demands of a number of authorities. In 
April, 1951, the Ministry agreed to a 
reduction in standards to the Dudley 
recommendation, i.e., 900 sq. ft. for a 
three-bedroom house and 750 sq. ft. for 
a two-bedroom house. ‘There is now no 
overall area standard, but the ‘‘ aggregate 
living space” and individual room sizes 
must comply with the. Housing Manual 
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standards. Thus encouragement is given 


to designs in which all space which is no 


absolutely necessary is reduced to 


minimum; 

** Houses, 1952,” the supplement to th 
Housing Manual recently issued by th 
Ministry, contains a number of plan; 
which indicate ways in which housg 
may be planned to comply with the 
aggregate living space and room size 
standards, yet have a considerably reduced 
overall area. The Minister, in a foreword} 
to the supplement, writes: “‘It is a guide, 
not an instruction.” It is to be hoped 
that local authorities will bear this j; 
mind when considering the suggestions 
put forward and study them with a ven 
critical eye. 

I will not labour you with a catalogue 
of the groups and types of plans in th 
supplement, since they must be familiz 
to all, but I would like to make a fey 
general observations on them and perhaps 
draw attention to some features which | 
consider we should try to avoid. 

The first two, groups, showing vario 
plans on orthodox lines, are those whic 
will, I expect, be of most interest to rural 
authorities. ‘The living-rooms in some 
of the plans in these groups are badl 
proportioned, one with a length of 20 ft 
has a width of only 9 ft. 7 in. in front of 
the fire. Halls are, of course,. part of the 
circulation space which has had to be 
sacrificed, but a study of the plans wil 
show a marked difference in the amount 0 
useful hall space available. One plan 
shows a long narrow hall in which it woul 
almost be necessary for the host to retrea 
before his guest after opening the door fo 
him, and the stairs are in the centre of the 
house, with no direct light. 

The omission of the second w.c. raise 
the old question of the correct position ij 
rural houses for the one which is to b 
provided. The plans in the suppleme 
show the w.c. on the first floor eithe 
adjoining the bathroom or in the bathroo: 
according to the number of bedrooms 
There are many who suggest that the ont 
w.c. should be on the ground floor some 
where adjacent to the back door. Th 
great advantage of a w.c. on the first floot 
when there is illness in the house is, 
consider, the deciding factor. 


STORAGE SPACE 


It is appreciated that sometimes in th 
past the space given up to stores has beet 





excessive, but the area now suggeste 
especially where it ig virtually a passag 
will not be sufficient to accommodate th 
odds and ends which most rural tenan' 
accumulate. It was inevitable that t 
area of the store would be reduced, b 
let us provide one of a reasonable sha 
and I suggest our authorities must fa 
up to the question of additional sto 
sheds which a number of tenants will wis 
to erect. By strictly controlling the typ 
siting and maintenance of the sheds 
should be possible to avoid the rows 4 
unsightly contraptions seen behind moj 





pre-war houses whilst satisfying the neq 
for, extra storage space. ‘ 

The second group of plans  shov 
variations in the method of access fro 
front to rear for terrace houses. In so 
the access is through the store and kitch¢ 
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to the rear and in others through the hall 
and store. The latter should not be 
adopted unless a secondary means of 
access is provided, since otherwise it will 
be necessary for fuel and refuse to be 
carried through the front door and hall. 
The arrangements which have the store on 
the main entrance side of the house with 
provision for storage of bin and fuel with 
access direct from the road are reasonable 
and have the great advantage of the store 
being entered directly from the kitchen. 

The plans shown in Groups III and IV, 
which are “ dining-hall” and “ large- 
living-room ” houses, do not lend them- 
selves to the way of living of the average 
rural tenant, and I do not therefore intend 
to consider them in this paper. 


PREFERENCE FOR KITCHEN- 
LIVING-ROOMS 


It is to be regretted that the kitchen" 
living-room type of plan does not feature 
among those in the supplement. I fear 
that this omission may mean the further 
exclusion of this type from development 
carried out by rural district councils. I 
find that many rural tenants prefer this 
type of house and have no wish to be 
forced to the urban way of living. There 
are certain advantages in this type which 
make it even more acceptable now than 
it was before the era of the ‘“ People’s 
House.” 

The kitchen-living-room itself can be 
designed and arranged to form a satisfac- 
tory centre for the activities of the normal 
household. In addition, it is possible to 
provide on the ground floor a small sitting- 
room, in which the family possessions will 
inevitably be kept, but at the same time 
it provides a place in which the older 
children can study, and in the case of a 
two-bedroom house it can be used as a 
bed-sitting-room by the family with two 
children of different sexes. 


One further note in connection with- 


house types. About 70 per cent. of the 
families on my council’s waiting list can be 
adequately housed in two-bedroom houses, 
some in one-bedroom» houses. A sur- 
prisingly large percentage of the council’s 
existing houses are occupied by families 
consisting of only one; two or three 
persons, I have no reason to suppose 
that this state of affairs is peculiar to the 
Evesham rural district. Should there 
not be a much greater concentration on 
the provision of one- and two-bedroom 
dwelling units, thus enabling the maxi- 
mum use to be made of the accommoda- 
tion available in the existing houses ? 
It is felt by some that no tenant should be 
forced to leave the house which he has 
come to look\upon as his own, even though 
he is being offered another. I suggest 
that the economic situation justifies a 
concentration on the smaller houses and 
that if the rents of both pre-war and post- 
war houses are fixed in relation to size 
and amenity, and not to building cost, 
it will be found that transfers are very 
much more easily arranged. 

The introduction of new subsidy rates 
does not directly concern the surveyor, 
but it is interesting to note that, in spite 
of the considerable increases, the economic 
rent of the smaller houses now being 
built will probably be as high as, and 
possibly higher than that of the houses 
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being built 12 or 18 months ago because 
of the increase in the interest rates and 
the steep rise in building costs. : 

Local authorities are urged by the 
Minister “‘ to build the greatest possible 
number of houses with the available 
labour and materials’ and “ at the same 
time to preserve standards.” Council 
houses are to be smaller, but if care is 
taken in their desigri there is no reason to 
suppose that they will not make satisfac- 
tory dwelling units. The provision of a 
very much greater proportion of one- 
and: two-bedroom houses will meet the 
needs of many areas and further reduce 
the amount of labour and materials 
required per house. The efficiency of the 
building industry can be improved, but 
this is very largely dependent upon a well- 
planned programme of work for which the 
industry will still look, in the main, to 
local authorities. 


EQUALISING RENTS 
Bootle Corporation’s Scheme 

BOOTLE (LANcs) TOWN Council is seeking 
a satisfactory scheme by which Corporation 
house rents might be equalised, and the 
borough treasurer is now being asked to 
investigate the matter. 

He is to report on the income that might 
be derived by increasing rents by 5s. in cases 
where tenants sub-let or take in lodgers; by 
5s. a week where the total income of the 
household is derived from two or more 
members of such households and exceeds 
£600 a year; and where the income of the 
tenant exceeds that amount an increase by an 


amount to be determined, bearing in mind- 


that the tenant should not have the benefit 
of a subsidy. 

The treasurer is also to report on the 
possibility of applying such income to the 
reduction of rents to the lowest possible 
minimum. 


SOUTH BANK BRIDGE TEST 
First Trial of its Kind 


IN CONNECTION with the work now in pro- 
gress on the London County Council’s 
scheme for bringing a large part of the 
South Bank Festival Site into public use 
as. a riverside promenade and open space 
with gardens and other attractions, the pre- 
stressed concrete footbridge which gave 
access to the site from Waterloo Bridge 
during the Festival of Britain is to be 
demolished. 


The demolition of the bridge presents 
engineers with a unique opportunity of 
carrying out a series of tests on a relatively 
new method of construction — prestressed 
concrete, which is of special interest in these 
days of need for economy in the use of 
steel. It is the first time in this country, 
and probably in the world, that a complete 
prestressed concrete structure has been tested 
to destruction. Briefly, the tests will com- 
prise the following:— 

(a) Behaviour of the bridge at design load; 
(b) recovery with 50 per cent. overload; (c) 
recovery with 100 per cent. overload; (d) 
to determine the maximum load the bridge 
will carry before collapse. 


The footbridge spans an area in the 
vicinity of the foundation stone of the 
National Theatre which will be carefully 
protected during the demolition. The final 
test will be carried out on May 1 by the 
Prestressed Concrete Development Group, 
by arrangement with the L.C.C.. 


631 


OLD PEOPLE’S HOMES 
Scots Committee’s Views 


QGHOWERS instead of baths, and compact 

“cupboard kitchens” in’ houses for 
older people are among the recommenda- 
tions in the Scottish Housing Advisory Com- 
mittee’s new report “Housing of Special 
Groups,” which was published on April 9 
(H.M.S.O., price 5s.). The report is being 
sent to all Scottish local authorities by the 
Secretary of State with a circular asking 


them to keep its recommendations _in 
mind when planning the future housing 
programme. 


The Committee consider that an average 
‘elderly couple’s house might include a living 
room, a bedroom, a kitchea, and a bathroom. 

In a survey carried out in Hamilton, about 
36 per cent. of older people said they would 
be happy to have a shower in their new 
home, and this percentage was higher among 
those over 70. These figures seemed to the 
Committee to be “remarkably high,” and 
confirmed their opinion that showers, which 
were “ equally effective, safer and less intimi- 
dating,” would “rapidly become popular 
with most of the remaining older people 
when they discovered their advantage for 
themselves.” The type of shower suggested 
would have thermostatic controls so that it 
would be impossible to be scalded by very 
hot water. The floor would have a non- 
slip finish. A hinged seat and hand grip 
would be provided. ; 

An innovation suggested in Scottish hous- 
ing is the “cupboard kitchen,” which the 
Committee include in one of their specimen 
house plans. This kitchen opens off the 
living room, has an independent window and 
has almost all the equipment of a normal 
kitchen ranged round three walls. 

As far as independent houses for younger 
single people and two-person households are 
concerned, the Committee recommend the 
use of the older-person house plans, with 
appropriate alterations in siting and distri- 
bution. They also make detailed recom- 
mendations about hostels for single people. 

An innovation here is the suggestion that 
there should be hostels small enough to be 
looked after by a single “landlady” with 
daily help. “Small hostels like these can 
substitute for the old-fashioned boarding- 
house something which is similar in kind but 
superior in design and in service. They have 
the advantage of homeliness over hostels for, 
say, 80 to 100 people.” Details are given of 
a hostel of this kind for seven residents 
designed so that it can be included in a- 
block of flats. 

For larger households needing a house of 
more -than five apartments the Committee 
suggest that the most practicable provision 
will frequently be the temporary combina- 
tion of adjoining three- and four-apartment 
or four-and five-apartment houses. They also 
illustrate a new seven-apartment house with 
two public rooms and five bedrooms. 

In the chapter on occupational groups, the 
Committee discuss the special facilities 
required by ‘fishermen, workers in . home 
industry, rural workers, midwives and district 
nurses, general practitioners and shopkeepers 
in housing schemes. 

The Committee say that there are no 
simple, universal answers to the problems of 
special groups, and that these problems 
require a great deal of. local investigation 
and study. They also point out that many 
of the problems can only be solved by 
sympathetic allocation and management 
policies on the part of local authorities. 
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RATING OF SITE VALUES 
Interdepartmental Committee’s Report 


A MAJORITY report against the adoption 
by the Government of any scheme of 
site value rating has been presented to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland by 
the Interdepartmental Committee on the 
Rating of Site Values. The report (price 5s.), 
which was published on April 21, is signed 
by the chairman (Mr. Erskine Simes, Q.C.) 


and five members. The three other members . 


of the Committee, Lord Douglas of Barloch, 
Mr. C. H. Walker and Alderman Thomas 
Waterhouse, have presented a_ dissenting 
minority report. 

The Committee was cites in November, 
1947, “to consider and report on the prac- 
ticability and desirability of meeting part of 
local expenditure by an additional rate on 
site values, having regard to the provisions 
of the Town and Country Planning Acts and 
other factors.” 

In all, 42 meetings were held and the Com- 
mittee received evidence from the profes- 
sional bodies concerned, from associations 
representing interests in land and industry 
and from other public bodies. They circu- 
lated a questionnaire to governments, local 
authorities and experts in countries overseas 
in which the rating of site values is in opera- 
tion, and a summary of the information 
received from this course is given as an 
appendix to the report. 


Committee’s Findings 


The majority of the Committee considered 
that neither past evidence nor the evidence 
from overseas was relevant to the conditions 

_ in Great Britain to-day, as the provisions of 
the Town and Country Planning Acts, 1947, 
had fundamentally altered the position by 
removing from the owner of land its 
development value—the difference between 
the restricted and unrestricted value. In their 
view it would consequently be inequitable 
to rate an owner of land on the unrestricted 
value, though the advocates of site value rat- 
ing have always argued in favour of this, and 
unrestricted value is used as the basis where 
site value rating is in force abroad. After 
examining various possible bases of assess- 
ment, they decided that in the present circum- 
stances of this country a site value rate should 
wd levied only on the existing use value of the 
and. 

The effect of this, however, would be to 
deprive a site value rate of some of the 
characteristics to which its advocates have 
usually attached most importance, especially 
the possibility of acting as a stimulus to 
development. In the opinion of the majority 
of the Committee the only appreciable effect 
of such a rate would be to redistribute the 
rating burden, tending to relieve residential 
property and suburban areas at the expense 
of commercial property and the centres of 
towns; they had-no evidence that this would 
be a desirable result. 

The advocates of site value rating have 
generally maintained that rate should be paid 
by owners, whereas at present in England 
and Wales rates are, generally speaking, the 
liability of occupiers. The majority of the 
Committee held that it would, in the long 
run, make little or no difference whether the 
rate were levied ‘on the owner or occupier 
—unless there were legislative interference 
with the sanctity of existing contracts, which 
they were unwilling to countenance. 

The majority were also concerned at the 
very grave technical difficulties of valuing 
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land separately from the buildings standing 
upon it in a country such as Great Britain 
and felt that any attempt to do so would 
lead to artificial assessments which the ordin- 
ary ratepayer would not understand. Their 
conclusion, accordingly, was that they did 
not deny the possibility of rating site values, 
but were impressed with the “‘ administrative 
difficulties, the prospect of litigation which 
would inevitably arise, the undesirability of 
diverting much-needed manpower for the 
purpose and the relatively small revenue 
likely to be obtained.” 

To the introduction of site value rating in 
Scotland, the Committee saw additional objec- 
tions in the existence of owners’ rates and 
the extreme difficulty of reconciling site 
value rating with the feudal system of land 
tenure. They took the view that in Scot- 
land, through the existence of owners’ rates, 
Owners are at present in varying degrees 
rated for their interests in sites. The adapta- 
tion of site value rating to the feudal system 
of*land tenure could not be arranged in such 
a way as to be fair to owners and superiors 
alike. 

On these grounds the majority reported 
that both in England and Wales and in Scot- 
land the meeting of any part of local 
expenditure by an additional rate on site 
values, having regard to the Town and 
Country Planning Acts and other relevant 
factors, would be neither practicable nor 
desirable. 

Minority Report 

The minority of the Committee considered 
that the rating of site values was both prac- 
ticable and desirable and that the arguments 
in favour of it stood unimpaired. They con- 
sidered that the provisions of the Town and 
Country Planning Acts, 1947, involved some 
changes in the method of application of site 
value rating but did not affect the principle. 
Where the restricted value was less than the 
unrestricted value they considered that the 
Crown should bear the rate on the differ- 
ence betweeen these two values. They con- 
sidered that the rating of site values should 
apply to agricultural land and other derated 
hereditaments. 

The minority recommended that site value 
rating should be introduced in Scotland. 
They disputed the majority’s assertion that 
owners in Scotland are at present, to any 
great extent, rated for their interests in sites 
and said that site value rates should be paid 
by owners and deducted from feu-duty or 
ground annual payments to feudal 
superiors. 

The members of the Committee were: — 
Mr. Erskine Simes, Q.C. (chairman), Sir 
William Darling, Lord Douglas of Barloch, 
Mr. J. D. Trustram Eve, Lord Greenhill of 
Townhead, Mrs. Ursula K. Hicks, Mr. C. H. 
Lockhart, Mr. James McBoyle, Mr. T. A. 
O’Hare, the Rt. Hon. R. R. Stokes, Mr. 
C. H. Walker, and Ald. Thomas Waterhouse. 


L.C.C. Policy on Fuel Appliances 


Virtually all of the 40,000 new houses and 
flats built since the war by the L.C.C. were 
equipped with types of approved solid fuel 
appliances recommended by the Coal Utilisa- 
tian Council, said Mr. J. W. Bowen, imme- 
diate past-chairman of the L.C.C., at the 
presentation of the C.U.C. film, “ Pictures 
in the Fire,” at County Hall, recently.. Mr. 
Bowen said that in 1949 the council had 
started a programme for the replacement 
of about 85,000 out-of-date solid fuel ap- 
pliances in pre-1939 houses. So far, 10,000 
had been replaced with new appliances. 
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INTERNATIONAL UNION 
OF ARCHITECTS 
New Headquarters Office 


"THROUGH the generosity of the French 
Government, a new headquarters 
office has been put at the disposal of the 
International Union of Architects in the 
Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts, 
15 Quai Malaquais, Paris 7. Other recent 
proceedings of the I.U.A. are as follows:— 
The Executive Committee—The commit- 
tee met in Paris from January 27-29 last. 
Matters-of interest discussed included: 

(a) The Scandinavian countries have asked 
for agreement to a Scandinavian group 
section instead of separate national sections. 
This modification has been conceded. At 
present it does not involve any alteration in 
the individual subscriptions payable. 

(b) The committee discussed the question 
of those sections in default with their sub- 
scriptions and generally reviewed the 
financial position, which still gives rise to 
anxiety. 

(c) It was agreed to admit Mexico to mem- 
bership of the Union, and the resignation of 
the Irish Republic was accepted with regret. 

(d) The circulation of the Union’s Bulletin 
in the periodical Architetti was considered, 
and after a prolonged discussion it was 
agreed to circulate copies to all members of 
working committees free of charge. 

(e) The question of international students’ 
competitions was discussed, with reference to 
the danger of duplication between the I.U.A. 
and other international organisations, e.g., 
the F.B.U.A., C.I.A.M.., etc. 

(f) The formation of two new committees 


was approved. These will each include some . 


non-architects; one is charged with examin- 
ing the diverse aspects of collaboration 
between architects and those specialising in 
the other arts, and the other with examining 
the relationship between architects and civil 
engineers. 


(g) The committee approved the .appoint- - 


ment of a sub-committee to make prepara- 
tions for the third congress in Lisbon in 
1953. The members of this sub-committee 
are M. Vago, M. Ceas, the Hon. Godfrey 
Samuel and M. Téhumi. 

Third International Congress on Public 
Health—tThis congress is to be held in Paris 
from June* 9-14 next. The International 
Union will be represented at the congress, 
and it is hoped that a meeting of the I.U.A. 
committee on Public Health will be held 
simultaneously. he U.K. representative is 
Mr. Lionel Pearson, F.R.I.B.A.) 

International Conference of Artists —An 
International Conference of Artists is to be 
held under the auspices of U.N.E.S.C.O. in 
Venice from September 22-28 next. The 
International Union is to be represented by 
M. Pierre Vago, Secretary-General, and he 
has asked that if any architects from the 
United Kingdom are considering attending 
they should act as additional representatives 
of the International Union. As far as can 
be ascertained, no expenses can be paid. 
Will any member’ who might consider going 
please communicate with the Secretary to 
the United Kingdom Committee, c/o R.LB.A. 

Meetings of I.U.A. Committees ——Meetings 
of committees have been convened as fol- 
lows: Housing Committee (Mr. J. L. 
Womersley, A.R.I.B.A.), in Algiers, May 
15-16, 1952; School Design Committee (Mr. 
C. H. Aslin, F.R.I.B.A.),.at Lausanne, July 
6-7, 1952; and Town Planning Committee 
(Professor Gordon Stephenson, F.R.I.B.A.), 
at Lausanne, July 6-7, 1952. 
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THE BUILDER 


‘STANDARD METHOD OF MEASUREMENT 
Some Suggestions for Its Improvement 


[MPROVEMENTS which he considered 
could usefully be made to the Standard 
Method of Measurement were put forward 
by Mr. E. S. Chalkley, A.R.LC.S., one of 
the two principal speakers in a discussion 
which. took place at a meeting of quantity 
surveyor members of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors on April 16. The 
other speaker was Mr. P. T. Walters, 
F.R.LC.S., who is honorary secretary to the 
Standing Joint Committee for the Standard 
Method of" Measurement. 

Mr. WALTERS opened the discussion by 
giving an outline of the origins and develop- 
ment of the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment and of the work and objects of the 
Standing Joint Committee. He described the 
process of evolution over the past half- 
century which has resulted in the Standard 
Method of Measurement as we know it to-day 
and referred to some of the problems to be 
faced in any revision. 

He was followed by Mr. CHALKLEY, who 
first spoke of the need for improvements of 
a general character in the Standard Method 
and then went on to point out individual 
rules of measurement upon which, he 
believed, improvements could be made. We 
give the following full account of Mr. 
Chalkley’s remarks:— 


General Improvements 


1. Inconsistencies within the Standard 
Method of Measurement.— There exist 
among the rules of the Standard Method of 
Measurement a number of illogical incon- 
sistencies, the presence of which tend to 
over-complicate the fundamentally intricate 
process of the measurement and valuation of 
building works without enhancing: the 
accuracy of its results. I submit, therefore, 
that certain anomalies—of which the follow- 
ing are examples—should be eliminated:— 

(a) The Measurement of Straight Cutting 
and Waste.— An enunciated general prin- 
ciple of the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment is that straight cutting and waste shall 
not in the main be measured. The merit 
of this principle is perhaps questionable, for 
there is no doubt that straight cutting at the 
boundaries of work is, measurable, and it 
is equally certain that, if measured, this 
labour and its consequent element of waste 
could be more accurately determined. It is, 
, however, apparent by virtue of its existence 
in the Standard Method of Measurement, 
‘that the ruling is regarded by the majority 
of surveyors and estimators as being both 
sound and reasonable. 

What reasons then can be given in support 
of the exceptions to the application of this 
principle — namely, in the cases of certain 
roof coverings and wood block flooring? 
Surely if the estimator is capable of assess- 
ing with reasonable accuracy the element of 
Straight cutting and waste in a given area 
of wall or floor tiling, then he must be 
equally capable of assessing this element in 
regard to roof tiling .or slating. 

There is lack of uniformity in the applica- 


' tion of this principle even in the various 


sub-sections of the roofing trade itself. Cut- 
ting to square abutments is required to be 
measured at both ends of roof tiling or 
slating laid between two walls, but at only 
one end of asbestos or metal sheet coverings 
similarly laid; an item of “extra for top 
edge ” is required to be given at upper edges 
of tiling or slating but not at upper edges 





of sheet coverings should the length of the 
roof slope, not be a multiple of the sheet 
lengths; yet in both instances there appears 
to be no difference in the relative cost 
factors. 

Since, apart ffom the exceptions already 
mentioned, straight cutting and waste is not 
required to be given in connection with 
superficial measurements, there seem to be 
no grounds for the existence of the innu- 
merable rules requiring the measurement of 
the similar item (in the guise of fitted ends 
and mitres) to such things as skirtings, rails 
and cills. To take a simple, if not realistic, 
illustration of this point, it is obvious that 
the cost of labour and waste involved in 
cutting the ends of an oak shelf 2 ft. wide 
is far greater than that involved in cutting 
the ends of a separate oak nosing fixed to 
the edge of the shelf—and yet under our 
present system the former item. is left 
unmeasured to be calculated by the estimator 
in some empirical manner, whilst the latter 
is required to be measured. I am of 
the opinion, therefore, that thorough 
reconsideration. should be given to deter- 
mine whether it is or is not necessary to 
measure straight cutting and waste. 

(b) The Measurement of Work Net as 
Fixed——Another general principle set down 
in the Standard Method of Measurement is 
that “unless otherwise stated, all work shall 
be measured net as fixed in its place.” In 
my view this is the only practicable way 
of measuring building work, for the inevit- 
able risk in assessing the element of material 
wastage involved in any building operation 
can only properly be borne by the estimator. 

One is required, however, to measure 
stoneware drains in lengths divisible by 2 ft. 
and, even more extraordinarily, to add to 
the net area of wallpaper measured an 
invariable allowance for waste, irrespective 
of whether it is consequent upon straight, 
raking: or circular cutting. In addition to 
the fact that both these rules of measure- 
ment are in antithesis to the general prin- 
ciple already mentioned, there are further 
reasons why consideration should be given 
to their revision. 


In the case of stoneware drains, although 
the Standard Method of Measurement does 
not clearly define the term “length” in the 
relevant clause, it is, I believe, customary 
among surveyors to apply the “2 ft. 
multiple” rule only to lengths of drain 
between gulley and manhole or between 
manhole and manhole, and not to lengths 
between pipe fittings. The resultant total 
length of drain pipe which appears in the 
bill of quantities is, therefore, unrepresenta- 
tive both of the gross length required for 
the work and the net length as laid. 

As regards wallpaper, it is clear that no 
one standard allowance for waste can be 
appropriate for both straight and raking 
cutting. 

(c) The Measurement of Narrow Widths 
and Short Lengths Caused by Openings.— 
There aré inconsistencies in the Standard 
Method regarding the measurement of 
narrow widths and short lengths which occur 
as the result of the formation of an open- 
ing. Whereas in some cases—for example 
in connection with ceiling and wall boarding, 
plasterboarding and fibrous plaster cornices 
—the measurement of narrow widths and 
short lengths thus caused is apparently 
admissible, in other cases, particularly in 
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regard to plastering, wall tiling and the like 
and to skirtings, rails, etc., this measurement 
is specifically excluded in such circumstances 
even though it is admissible in other circum- 
stances. There thus arises the anomaly 
whereby a plaster finish to the face and 
returns of a small attached wall pier is 
required to be given as in narrow widths, 
while a plaster finish to the returns only 
of an identical pier between two window 
openings is to be so measured, the finish 
to the face being included with the general 
plaster work. 

Whatever the cause or the material in 
question, it is indisputable in my view that 
a short length or narrow width—and by 
narrow width I refer to any width up to 
12 in——involves extra costs to the contrac- 
tor, and therefore I consider it justifiable 
to measure all such items. 

(d) The Measurement of Work in connec- 
tion with Beam Casings-—My last remark 
applies equally to the measurement of 
casings or applied finishings to beams. A 
beam is merely a projection from a ceiling 
surface as is a pier from a wall surface. 
Yet, while in the majority of cases any 
narrow width effected by a pier projection 
is measurable as such, casings or finishings 
to a beam projection are rarely entitled to 
a “narrow width” classification and are 
never entitled to a lineal measurement where 
only 6 in. wide or under, as the following 
examples will show:— 

(i) Formwork and, joinery fixed to beams 
are required to be given in feet superficial 
—irrespective of whether the beam side or 
soffit be 2 in. wide, 10 in. wide or 2 ft. 
wide. (ii) Plaster applied to beams is 
required to be given in yards superficial 
except to any side or soffit which does not 
exceed 12 in. wide, when it is to be given 
in feet superficial even apparently if the 
side or soffit is only 1 in. wide. 

In advocating uniformity in our standard 
rules of measurement I do not forget the 
existence of individual trade associations, 
whose peculiar methods of costing and 
measurement of their own work have no 
doubt given rise to some of the inconsis- 
tencies which I have mentioned. I do feel, 
however, that the introduction of anomalies 
into the Standard Method of Measurement 
from such sources should be’ strongly 
opposed, since the Standard Method of 
Measurement will not command the full 
respect of its users until the uniform appli- 
cation of reasonable principles is effected 
throughout. 

2. Minimum Areas for Deduction of 
Voids.—There are specified in the Standard 
Method of Measurement certain minimum 
areas below which no deduction shall be 
made for voids. These minimum areas vary 
in size from 10 ft. for formwork and fabric 
reinforcement, to 4 ft. for flooring, plaster, 
wall tiling, etc. and are even excluded 
entirely for asbestos and metal sheet cover- 
ings, roof boarding, etc. 

Whilst it is appreciated that in regard to 
some materials certain voids may be so 
small that, since the material saved by their 
formation merely constitutes an element of 
waste, it is reasonable that they should not 
be the subject of a deduction, the applica- 
tion of the “minimum area” principle in 
the Standard Method of Measurement is 
open to certain criticisms. 

First, there appears to be no valid reason 
why all materials of a plastic or fluid nature 
which are laid or poured in situ should not 
be measured strictly net, providing form- 
work or measurable labours involved in the 
formation of any words are given. Second, 
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it does seem to be unnecessarily generous 
not to deduct veids greater than the unit 
size of the-relevant material, e.g., in the case 
of tiling, not to deduct voids greater than 
the size of the individual tiles. Finally, I 
consider it justifiable, on the basis of the 
reasoning already mentioned, to apply the 
“‘ minimum area ” principle to such materials 
as asbestos and metal sheet coverings, and 
roof boarding. 

3, Units of Measurement.—A Tule gener- 
ally applicable in the Standard Method of 
Measurement is that items of work in small 
quantities or narrower widths be given in feet 
while larger quantities be given in yards. 
Thus, in such trades as the concretor and 
plasterer it is usual to find consecutive items 
given in different units of measurement, the 
“bulky” item in yards and the “small 
quantity ” item following in feet. 

There appear to be two distinct disadvant- 
ages to this practice. First, it is apt to 
become a trap imto which the estimator, in 
the usual hectic rush of submitting a tender, 
has not infrequently been known to fall by 
giving a “foot” unit a “ yard” price or 
vice versa. Second, it must surely add 
to the labour of the estimator. who, after 
having analysed his basic price per yard cube 
or superficial, has then to reduce this price 
to suit a foot unit before adding his allow- 
ance for small quantity or narrow width 
work. 

An improvement may be effected, there- 
fore, if in certain suitable trades such as 
concretor, drainlayer, asphalter, pavior and 
plasterer the yard unit be adopted through- 
out for all cube, superficial and lineal items. 
It is realised that in so doing it may often 
happen that a quantity of, say, only 3 ft. 
cube would appear in the bill of quantities 
as 1/9 of a yard cube, but this procedure 
would not create a precedent for that already 
exists in the “Painter” as a consequence 
of giving painting squares in dozens. 


Particular Improvements 


1. Concretor—It may well be of advant- 
age to introduce a “small quantity” defini- 
tion into the concretor trade. The present 
rules seem to indicate that cube concrete 
up to 6 ft. cube would fall into such a 
category, and possibly the limit of one yard 
would be appropriate for superficial 
measurements. 

2. Terra Cotta, Artificial Stone and Pre- 
cast Concrete.—I believe that the method of 
measurement of this work should be 
thoroughly revised. Since the price of terra 
cotta, artificial stone and the like is largely 
governed by the cost of the mould into 
which the matrix is poured and not by the 
cost of the matrix itself, it is, surely, incon- 
gruous to measure such plastic or fluid 
materials in accordance with the rules applic- 
able to natural stone. The measurement of 
a terra cotta cornice circular on plan, for in- 
stance, in feet cube, the dimensions of each 
block being calculated from the size of the 
smallest cube from which it would be 
obtained if it were natural stone, with only 
a broad description of the mouldings and 
other features of its shape and finish, can- 
not supply. the estimator with sufficient 
information to enable an accurate price to 
be analysed without resort to the examina- 
tion of detailed drawings for the determina- 
tion of the size, exact nature, and use value 
of the requisite moulds. 

3. Carpenter and Joiner—Much of the 
carpenter and joiner trade appears to be 
unnecessarily complicated and could, I feel, 
be seperate catia simplified. 
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The following are some illustrations of the 
many confusing rules existent in this section 
of the Standard Method of Measurement : — 
(i) Gutter boards not exceeding 9 in. wide 
are required to be measured in feet run; 
gutter sides exceeding 6 in. wide are to be 
given in feet superficial; eaves soffits not 
exceeding 18 in. wide are to be given in feet 
run. (ii) Gutter bearers are required to. be 
included with the description of gutter 
boards where measured as a superficial item; 
bearers to eaves soffits, which may 
measured in feet run, are, however, to be 
measured separately. 

(iii) Irregular shaped skylights are required 
to be measured net, while irfegular shaped 
casements are required to be measured as 
if'square. Skylights not exceeding super- 
ficial area are to be given separately, while 
casements are not required to be similarly 
classified. (iv) Plain linings to skylights 
exceeding 12 in. wide are required to be 
given in feet superficial, while those to door 
or window openings are to be given in feet 
run irrespective of width; panelled- linings 
to skylights not exceeding 12 in. wide are 
to be given in feet run—those to window 
and door openings, however, are to be 
measured in feet superficial irrespective of 
width. 


Editorial Improvements 


I will conclude by commenting briefly on 
the possibility of two editorial improve- 
ments in the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment. (1) In view of the stated general prin- 
ciple that “all materials and workmanship 
shall be fully described,” could not. such 
constantly recurring phrases which appear in 
the body of the document as “shall be 
described,” “ the thickness stated ” and “ the 
sizes given” be eliminated? 

(2) Further attention given to the standard- 
isation of its phraseology would facilitate 
the correct interpretation and the memoris- 
ing of the rules of the Standard Method 
of Measurement. Although steps were taken 
in the revision of the current edition of the 
Standard Method of Measurement to elimin- 
ate inconsistencies of phraseology, there is 
ample evidence that much still remains to 
be done in this direction. 


BUILDING EFFICIENCY 


A Problem of Management 


SPEAKING at the annual. dinner of the 
Birmingham and District branch of the 
Federation of Master Builders in Birming- 
ham on April 7, Mr. H. J. MANzont, 
Birmingham City Engineer and Surveyor, 
said that builders must so increase their 
efficiency, as to be able to tackle the enor- 
mous amount of building work which was 
waiting to be done when controls were 
relaxed. 


This. efficiency, Mr. Manzoni added, must 


come by management and not by grumb-. 


ling. “We hear a lot about low output, 
inefficient craftsmanship, bad workmanship,” 
he went on, “that is a thing that unfor- 
tunately has been with us, and it is very 
popular to blame the building trade opera- 
tive. Generally, low efficiency and low 
output are a problem of management not 
of labour.” 

Urging that master builders must get the 
best out of their workmen,-Mr. Manzoni said 
it could be done because it was being done. 
The output per man on housing in Birming- 
ham was more than two-thirds greater than 
the figure given by the Ministry as one on 
which estimates of output should be based. 
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MOVEMENT IN BUILDING 
A Measuring Device ° 


AN interesting device for measuring any 

movement that may be taking place 
in a building has been made by Mr. C. F, 
Ward, managing director of Ward and Pater- 
son, Ltd., of 7, Welbeck-street, W.1, who has 
had many years’ experience in the renovation 
and rebuilding of old buildings and, in 
particular, churches. 

With his invention, Mr. Ward claims he 
can detect any movement in a building and 
measure it with great accuracy. 

The device consists of four small plates 
which are let flush into the floor and remain 
there permanently. In these plates is a small 
screw for holding the measuring tape. They 
become the base of all measurements taken, 
and are used for checking movement with a 
plumbing device suspended from any part 
of the building where movement is suspected, 
After. the plates are fixed, the only thing 
necessary is that there should be a small 
side pulley fixed on to the portion of work 
where movement is suspected and from this 
a special non-ferrous wire plumbing arrange- 
ment is suspended. This apparatus, once the 
wheel is fixed, requires no further attention, 
as a small. trailer plummet is left attached 
to the wire so that a larger plumb bob can 
be let down and refixed in place of the small 
one. When this plumb line is let down, the 
recorded measurement is made on a tracing 
board on the floor. After this has been 
done, measurements are taken from either 
two or three of the plates, and so a record 
is made.- At a later date, the measurement 
on the tracing paper is put back in the posi- 
tion where it was first made, a plumbing box 
is then put over it, the bob is let down, so 
that by the movement of this plumbing box 
any movement that has taken place in ‘the 
building can be defined on the tracing board, 
showing whether movement has occurred to 
the north, south, east or west. The chief 
points of this piece of apparatus are that 
work of testing movement can be done single 
handed and it is claimed, with great accuracy 


.in a very short time. 


When the plumb bob is in position, it is 
possible to lock it to prevent. movement, 
which enables measurements to be taken 
from the plumb line to any other given point 
requiring measurement. The plumbing wire 
is 1/126 inch in diameter, which enables a 
fine reading to be taken. 


MOISTURE IN SOILS 


Estimating Foundation Strengths 


THE STRENGTH of a soil depends princi- 
pally on the amount of water it contains. 
Movements of moisture in soil foundations 
may, therefore, affect the stability of struc- 
tures which the soil supports. These move- 
ments depend on the suction.or reduced 
pressure at which the water is held in the 
soil. A D.S.I.R.* technical paper, published 
on April 10, describes ways of measuring 
the suction of moisture held in soil and other 
porous materials. 

The importance of suction measurements 
lies in the knowledge which they can give of 
the relationship between moisture cgntent 


and suction. This enables an estimate to be | 


made of the final moisture condition and 
strength which will be reached in -a soil 
foundation after movements of moisture 
have ceased. 








* Road Research Technical Paper No. 24, “ The 
Suction of Moisture Held in Soil and Other Porous 
Materials,” published for D.S.I.R. by ‘Seagate 
price 2s. (50 cents U.8.A.), by post 2s. 
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The suction of held water rises from zero 
for materials immersed in water to thousands 
of atmospheres in an oven-dry material. No 
one method can be used for measuring the 
suction over this wide range. The paper 
describes detailed laboratory procedures for 
the nine principal methods of suction mea- 
surement. These are the suction plate, ten- 
sionmeter, centrifuge, pressure membrane, 
consolidation, freezing point depression, 
vacuum dessicator, sorption balance and 
electrical resistance methods. The range 
covered by each method is stated. 

The methods given in the paper can be 
applied, not only to civil engineering prob- 
lems, but to the study of soil in agriculture 
and to the behaviour of porous materials 
used in the ceramics industry. 


VALUATION OF GOODWILL 
By JOHN LYMESTER 


"THERE are many who wish to buy a 

business, but the prices asked, in many 
cases, are excessive because of this demand. 
The proper price for any business is the 
true value of the various assets, plus a sum 
for the goodwill. Goodwill is difficult to 
define, but it is essentially the good name 
and reputation of a business and the fact 
that, because it is well established, orders 
will continue to be received and profits can, 
therefore, be made in the future because of 
that fact. 

A number of methods are often suggested 
for the purposes of valuing goodwill, but, 
in my opinion, the only method to adopt 
is that of valuation on the basis of a 
number of yevrs’ purchase of the super 
profits, the projits remaining after charging 
interest on capital, and a reasonable salary 
to the owner or partners, and after allowing 
for any special circumstances. 

The number of years’ purchase depends 
on the full circumstances of the business, 
but in respect of a business which has been 
established for a number of years which 
has made regular and increasing profits, and 
which is in a good locality with adequate 
labour, ten years is the normal number of 
years which is taken. Thus for a business 
of a sole trader the net average yearly profit 
for five years, less. rental of rooms, wages 
to owner, interest on capital, should be 
adopted. This could amount, in one case, 
to an average yearly super profit of £275, 
and. therefore the goodwill, equalling ten 
years’ purchase, would be £2,750. 

It will be seen that the average profits 
for the last five years were taken. A deduc- 
tion is made in respect of the salary which 
the owner could earn in employment, 
together with interest at five per cent. on 
the amount which must be invested to 
acquire the business. A similar method is 
adopted in the case of a partnership, except 
that the salaries are charged for each partner, 
and when the business is sold the goodwill 
figure is divided among the partners in the 
proportion in which they share the profits. 

Finally, however, it must be remembered 
that the price paid for any business, includ- 
ing its goodwill, is always a matter of 
bargaining between the buyer and the seller, 
but because of present-day circumstances an 
excessive price should not be paid. 


Building Research Station 


Digest No. 40 on Aluminium and Alu- 
minium Alloys in Building has been issued 
by the Building Research Station. Copies, 
price 3d., are obtainable from H.M.S.O., 
York House, Kingsway, W.C.2. — 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 
Conservation in Britain 
2 GEEN in the broadest terms, the fight 
for the survival of our species is now 
on, and it is concerned not only with modes 
of government and risks of war but with 
the material basis of civilisation itself—the. 
problem of the earth as a habitable planet,” 
said Proressor S. W. Woo.pripce, D.Sc., 
when he read a paper on “ The Conservation 
of Natural Resources” at the Town Plan- 
ning Institute on April 3. 

Professor Wooldridge began by giving an 
outline of the present situation of the world’s 
resources and went on to consider the con- 
servation problems of Britain in particular. 

It would be wise at the outset, he said, 
to note, as a guiding principle, that our 
problem was not simply technological but 
economic. This no doubt was a trite obser- 
vation, but one regretfully concluded that it 
needed repeated emphasis. 

On the basic question of land use, Pro- 
fessor~Wooldridge said: 

“The first half of the century has wit- 
nessed the loss of two million acres of agri- 
cultural land to urban expansion in its 
widest sense, surface mineral working, and 
the needs of the defence services. If we seek 
to forecast the future loss of the next twenty- 
five years we can call on a certain amount 
of detailed evidence, but since the data are 
incomplete and, where available, are still 
confidential, I prefer an estimate based on 
the trend of the first half of the century. 
This indicates that we shall see the with- 
drawal of a further million acres from agri- 
culture, irrespective of the demands of the 
Service departments. Including the losses of 
earlier years, this would mean that by 1975 
there would be ‘about six million acres of 
non-agricultural land in England and Wales, 
about 16 per cent. of the total land area, 
and the amount of:such land would have 
doubled during the present century. 


Canute-like Policy 


“The danger of stating losses of agricul- 
tural land in such terms is that we may be 
tempted at once to contemplate a ridiculous 
and Canute-like policy of seeking to con- 
serve agricultural land as such against all 
comers. The figures, of course, justify no 
such policy. In so far as we now require 
to increase home-grown food there is still 
ample room on land of good or potentially 
good quality to achieve, by intensification, 
all that we are likely to be able to afford. 

“This view of the position is a necessary 
counterpoise to exaggerated conclusions and 
panic-stricken proposals which involve see- 
ing and administering our problem as a con- 
test of agriculture versus the rest. 

“Tf conservation in any real sense of the 
word is to be sought it is fatal for any one 
industry or interest to be given overall 
priority or final veto in land use. Yet this 
is what the less reflective advocates of agri- 
culture persistently claim. 

“ Whatever expedients present conditions 
may justify, we must be prepared to find 
that subsidised agriculture keeps out cheaper 
food and employs labour and capital which 
could be better used otherwise, and with the 
ultimate production of more food. We can- 
not expand home food production as a thing 
in itself without effect upon manufacture for 
export. There is a case for seeking to change, 
within limits, the amounts in which our 
scarce resources of lands are disposed as 
between agricultural and non-agricultural 
use, but none whatever for pretending to for- 
get that ‘more of this means less of that.’ 
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“It is right that we should reconsider the 
appropriate housing densities of new develop- 
ment and critically examine the dangerous 
assumption that garden cultivation more 
than makes good the loss of agricultural pro- 
duction. It is reasonable that we should re- 
examine our over-lavish projects for the pro- 
vision of playing fields. It is essential that 
we should show sufficient foresight to facili- 
tate the prior extraction of surface minerals 
when such is consistent with planned after- 
use, and also to secure some profitable use 
of the vast deserts controlled, but only very 
occasionally used, by the Service depart- 
ments. All these are questions of general 
land economy. Much more interesting in 
analysis and difficult in practice are the 
problems of securing the best use of specific 
sorts of land. 


Two Different Approaches 


“Here has seemed to lie the gravamen of 
the case for land conservation. We find, 
however, two utterly contrasted approaches 
to the matter. On the one hand is the view 
which economists still tend to hold that land 
quality is largely man-made. They tacitly 
recognise some varjations in inherent quality, 
but show little awareness of how important 
these may be. It is true, of course, that 
in long-settled country, such as the British 
lowland areas, the general uniformity of the 
agricultural landscape all too readily con- 
ceals its geological basis from the inexpert 
eye. Vast totals of labour and capital have 
upgraded many intrinsically poorer soils and 
blurred the lines of what might be regarded 
as the natural pattern of land use. Closer 
study shows that this impression is mislead- 
ing. We must not lose sight of the fact that 
no conceivable expenditure of resources 
could replace the loss of some types of land 
by the conversion of others. To suppose the 
contrary is almost as scientifically ridiculous 
as to contemplate the conversion of chalk 
to cheese by a complex and expensive pro- 
cess of molecular replacement. Nature sets 
limits to the convertibility of soils. 


Grades of Soil Quality. 


“It is important to examine the reasons in 
this misunderstanding. They arise primarily 
because it is impossible to express grades of 
soil quality in precise. quantitative terms. 
Neither rent nor the annual value of produce 
will avail to express differences as seen 
by the soil conservator concerned with the 
land as a long-term asset. In south-west 
Sussex, for example, the rent of brickearth 
land is nearly twice that of neighbouring 
gravel land. More generally, it would be 
true to say that, at 1950 prices, a wide range 
of farming types in England and Wales had 
an annual value of output per acre of be- 
tween £25 and £30. Fruit, hop-growing and 
market-growing lands gave values up to 
three times as high. But whether one thinks 
of the higher rent of the physically superior 
soil or of value of output, the community 
value, in the fullest sense, of the better land 
rests on the fact that it is more adaptable— 
adaptable at minimum cost to almost any 
form of agricultural production which world 
vicissitudes or national interest might re- 
quire. It is to this quality, deriving essen- 
tially from geological parentage, that it is 
impossible to attach:a calculable monetary 
value in the short term. The very best of 
our soils are essentially applicable to the 
production of high-grade cereal crops, root 
crops for animal fodder or to either milk 
or horticultural products. Our power to 
maintain maximum flexibility in production 
depends upon the deliberate conservation of 
such soils.” 
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DESIGN IN TRANSPORT 


The Need for Fusing the Work 
of Engineer and Architect 


Elna many problems involved in the 
design of transport were discussed 
in a paper read by Messrs. Gordon Russell 
and George Williams before the Institute 
of Transport on March 24. 

Mr. GorDON RUSSELL, in the course of 
his introduction said: Let us ‘face up to 
it, a co-ordinated design policy in a 
transport undertaking must be the work 
of an exceptional individual. He must 
be a practical man of affairs, a competent 
organiser with a flair for picking his men 
and encouraging them to give of their 
best, a man with real imagination allied 
to insatiable curiosity. And he must 
have a sufficiently wide cultural back- 
ground to enable him to discriminate. 
Such qualities are certainly not common. 
Perhaps that is why the attempt to cope 
with the problem comprehensively has so 
seldom been made. London Transport 
remains a shining example. Yet the 
enormous range of articles called for 
makes the service trades connected with 
transport particularly valuable, once the 
necessity for raising design standards is 

, accepted. 

Oddly enough, so many engineers either 
completely distrust or overrate their own 
ability in any case which they consider 
vaguely connected with “art.” In the 
aeroplane the engineer’s inherent belief 
in good quality and his scientific approach 
has nearly always been valuable, though, 
unfortunately, sometimes he lacked any 
training in colour, texture, form and 
pattern. Yet in ships and rolling stock 
one is constantly faced with the prospect 
of the engineer creating great beauty in 
the hull, the engine room or the locomotive, 
whilst the interior decorator achieves a 
dull banality with utterly inappropriate 
“tea shop Tudor” in’ the main saloons 
or refreshment cars. The Orient Line, 
in their new ships, have made courageous 
and successful attempts to fuse the work 
of engineer and architect. We need far 
more experiments of this kind. 


ENGINEER AND ARCHITECT 


It is my opinion that a great many 
engineering products are designed most 
successfully by the engineer who is also 
an artist. But he is a rare bird. How 
an we train engineers to realise that out 
of a group of shapes which are struc- 
turally sound and reasonably economical 
some are themselves good shapes, some 
dull shapes, and some really bad ? Again, 
few people develop a good colour sense 

‘without training ; and colour is becoming 
’ more important in engineering, both in 
factory and product. The _ shocking 
standard of lettering on some machines 
shows that a knowledge of typography is 
not a natural gift. The co-ordination of 
design in meters, gauges, handles and other 
components is long overdue, and the wider 
co-operation in transport has _ hardly 
begun. Without the interest and sym- 
pathy of the engineer these matters will 
never be put right. 

I always feel that provided workmanship 
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and material are honest and good there is a 
sound foundation: on which to improve 
design. People who make shoddy articles 
are hardly likely to be interested in good 
design anyway. Fortunately, all trans- 
port has to stand up to extremely arduous 
conditions. Therefore it must be well 
“made, otherwise loss of life may occur, 
apart from the extremely high mainten- 
ance costs of low grade products. 

Naturally, there is an urge in all good 
transport undertakings to improve the 
service to the passenger. ‘This spirit of 
adventure, allied to the insistence on a 
high safety factor, produces a climate 
peculiarly favourable to fostering a good 
standard of design. Everything within 
the sphere of influence of the undertaking 
should bear the impress of this forward- 
looking policy. ‘The assumption that a 
passenger who is a good judge of a fine 
aeroplane, ship or locomotive will insist 
on having his meals in “ ye olde tavern 
car”? is not warranted by facts. This 
has been demonstrated convincingly. The 
management runs few risks to-day in 
bringing its general equipment up to the 
standard of its best engineering. In 
most transport undertakings this would 
be certain to take years, perhaps many 
years. All the more reason for working 
out a clear design policy now, and so build 
up good will by giving a lead to the public. 


PUBLIC TASTE 


Mr. GEORGE WILLIAMS, continuing the 
discussion, dealt at length with the 
appearance and design of vehicles, etc. 
We take the following extracts from his 
remarks : There are few aspects of de- 
sign in which the general public takes a 
livelier interest than those affecting all 
types of transport. From the tricycle to 
the bath chair, from the nursery almost 
to the grave, the amateur designer sits in 
judgment on the professional to curse or 
acclaim the form and function of the 
vehicle of the day. 

This interest may not, from the pro- 
fessional designer’s point of view, often 
take the form of constructive criticism, 
but: certainly in the past 20 years there 
have been increasing: signs of a new 
zesthetic sensibility. 

The ordinary man may show an indif- 
ference amounting even to mistrust of the 
fine arts; but where the design of a car 
or an aeroplane is concerned he knows very 
definitely what he likes, although he may 
not recognise his preference as an zxsthetic 
one. Often he does not reason about the 
matter at all and is unable to analyse the 
processes which have led him to his 
choice. He will sometimes fall back on 
the popular word “ streamline ”—a word 
to him of vague significance, but to the 
designer a term of precise meaning and 
importance. 

It would, of course, be untrue to say 
that the general public is oblivious to 
incongruity in design. The introduction 
of a prototype “ pseudo-Tudor ” railway 
refreshment car led to such a public 
outcry that it was quickly withdrawn 
before repetition was possible. Obviously 


it would mot be commercially possible 
to test the public taste in this way every 
time, but some acceptable method of 
bridging the gap between producer and 
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consumer would to a large extent prevent 
the perpetration of bad design. Perhaps 
if and when we return to a competitive 
world market, bad design will tend to 
disappear and the good remain, by the 
action of a more informed public taste. 


DESIGN A “ TEAM JOB” 


If we are to progress in this matter of 
design, a vital one to our future success in 
world markets, now again being success- 
fully broached by Scandinavia, France 
and Germany, we must ruthlessly examine 
the cause of our apparent failure. More 
than anything it is, I think, the result of 
“designing by committee,” a fault not 
only confined to the transport industries. 
There is no doubt that to design any 
product is a team job, but the team must 
be properly constituted—a team which 
can work freely on the terms of reference 
given to it for any one product, and 
mould them into one integrated design 
with the assurance and knowledge that 
its work will be studied critically by an 
appropriate Board, uninfluenced by preju- 
dice in any one direction. Appearance 
design, or so-called “‘ styling,” too often 
in the motor vehicle reflects the whim of 
the director (or his wife !) and the salesman 
—the amateur designer and pseudo-stylist 
from within, to whom perhaps the addition 
of adornment is the best way of “‘ marching 
with the times,” the obvious way of 
answering his competitors’ excursions into 
the unreal. 

The elimination of unwanted decora- 
tion—this imaginary atmosphere of luxury 
—means economy to builder and operator 
alike ; economy in drawing office and 
workshop, economy in material and 
maintenance, A clean and simple coach 
interior, if properly planned, need be no 
more austere and uniform than the home 
with contemporary furnishing. The prob- 
lem is virtually the same; _ both 
should achieve a sense of real comfort 
and restfulness for the body and the mind. 

The good designer of modern furnishing 
is concerned with more than bodily com- 
fort; he also knows that although there 
is a need for ornament there must be no 
mechanical reproduction of out-dated 
motifs. He realises that his success 
depends on the proper relation of materials, 
colour, texture, form and refinement of 
finish. 'The designer of the coach interior 
should follow the same general principle. 


* STREAMLINING” ON THE 
RAILWAYS 


Tradition is an excellent thing, but, if 
not used with discrimination, it can very 
easily result in stagnation, or in panic 
striving after new forms with which’ to 
“doll up” well-tried mechanisms. Take, 
for example, the introduction of stream- 
lining on locomotives, which it was 
claimed would materially and beneficially 
affect their speed and general performance. 
It was eventually found that only at the 
very highest speeds did streamlining 
produce an effect, and then: not a particu- 
larly outstanding one. At lower speeds 
it was virtually useless, and the cowlings 
and casings involved greatly added to the 
difficulties of cleaning and general ‘main- 
tenance. 

The Budd Company of America, famous 
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for some of the best-designed railway 
coaches in the world, has notably resisted 
the worst of the design clichés which 
culminated in the streamlining fashion 
they have long argued that one cannot 
logically streamline a high-speed engine 
without streamlining the train it pulls. 
If railway trains could travel from point to 
point in a dead straight line, free from 
cross winds, higher speeds might be 
obtained and streamlining prove of great 
value, but to streamline a train travelling 
in anything but a dead straight line and 
under imperfect conditions is not less 
than ridiculous. 

One: hundred years” ago, in 1851, 
Samuel Sidney, in a rare book Rides on 
Railways, was the first to raise his voice 
in protest against the magnificence achieved 
at Euston at the expense of the passengers’ 
comfort. At the time, his words were no 
doubt looked upon as rank heresy, and 
indeed in part they were, but he put his 
finger unerringly on the faults which 
Euston has in common with many other 
stations—lack of any apparent unification 
of the various public sections of the plan. 


EXAMPLE OF THE 
“ UNDERGROUND ” 


It needed a new idea in railways to 
break down complacency and reveal the 
soundness of Sidney’s views. Frank 
Pick, working on similar lines, made of 
the London Underground the most highly 
integrated transport system in the world ; 
a system in which every detail of planning 
and design bears evidence of the closest 
study, of the fullest co-operation between 
designers in every sphere and the depart- 
ments they serve, and of control by a 
master enlightened mind. There is hardly 
anywhere in London where the best of 
contemporary architecture and display 
is not to be found on buses, at bus shelters 
and stopping places, in underground 
trains and on the stations they serve. 


In writing of Birmingham New Street 
Station in 1851, Sidney expressed the 
hope “ that . . . the architect will plan the 
interior first, and the exterior afterwards, 
so that comfort may not be sacrificed, as it 
usually is . . . to the cost of an imposing 
portico and vestibule.” One hundred 
years afterwards, we can perhaps say that 
the truth is at least partially understood. 


Where design in transport is displeasing 
it is usually because too much attention 
of the wrong kind, rather than too little of 
any kind, has been paid to design. Mean- 
ingless chromium hieroglyphics on vehicle 
bodies, tasteless interiors, | pointless 
elaborations on an often satisfactory basic 
design—these are where the pitfalls lie, 
this is where the modern falls into the 
“ modernistic””? and loses its integrity 
in the process. The answer, as the trans- 
port speakers at the Design Congress 
agreed, is to see that a pleasing appearance 
is evolved at the first inception of the pro- 
ject as an integral part of the project, and 
not asalater adornment. ‘The appearance 


designer must work with the engineer from > 


the very beginning, and it is the respon- 
sibility of those at the head of the under- 
taking to see that the most favourable 
conditions prevail throughout the partner- 


ship. 
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LAW REPORT 


Surveyor and Builder Cleared of 
Charge of Giving False Information 
_to Obtain W.D. Payment 

THE LONDON SESSIONS. 


BEFORE THE CHAIRMAN, 
HAWKE. 


Regina v. Lawrence and Whitbread 


AN Upper Norwood builder and a Cam- 

berwell surveyor were cleared at the 
London Sessions of charges in connection 
with war damage repairs to a house. 

Louis Frank Lawrence, builder, of Cintra 
Park, Upper Norwood, partner in the 
firm of F. Lawrence and Sons, of 37a, 
Westow-hill, Upper Norwood, and James 
Whitbread (48), surveyor, of Coldharbour- 
lane, Camberwell, pleaded not guilty to two 
charges of knowingly, or alternatively, 
recklessly furnishing false information for 
the purpose of obtaining for Florence 
Charlotte Norman a payment of £472 13s. 
in respect of war damage to 6, Addington- 
grove, Sydenham. 

Mr. E. J. P. Cussen; prosecuting counsel, 
said that in September, 1948, Whitbread 
sent a copy of a specification for war damage 
repairs to be carried out by Lawrence at the 
Sydenham house. In January, 1949, the 
War Damage Commission approved re- 
pairs amounting to £472 13s. which was 
subsequently paid after Whitbread had 
signed a form saying that he had inspected 
the work which had been completed satis- 
factorily. In 1950, Frederick George Gold- 
ing, a war damage assessor, found that 
certain work had not been done. ‘The house 
was later inspected by two other war 
damage assessors who found that payment 
had been made for work on the specification 
which had not been done. 

In December last, Det.-Sgt. James saw 
both accused, who made statements in 
writing. Lawrence said that he signed the 
forms in good faith with no intention of 
deceiving anyone. While he agreed that 
technically the specification had not been 
carried out in exact detail, he could honestly 
state that he had carried out all the work 
necessary to restore the structure to its 
original condition. Both the district sur- 
veyor and the owner’s surveyor were fully 
consulted at all times. His statement con- 
cluded, “I have been in business since 1895 
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and have an unblemished record and I have 
ncver knowingly cheated anyone.” 

When Whitbread was seen he said in his 
statement that he agreed with the district 
surveyor that certain work was not necessary 
after excavation had been made. “This job 
cost more than was actually allowed by the 
Commission and certain work was not done 
but the money was saved and went on work 
which was in excess of the specification and 
was very essential to have been carried out. 
In submitting this claim I acted in good 
faith, fully believing that the work carried 
out would meet with the approval of the 
Commission.” : 

In evidence, Lawrence said that he was in 
partnership with his brother and the firm 
had been in business since 1895 with an un- 
blemished record with local authorities, 
police, district surveyors and the War 
Damage Commission. Jt was practically 
impossible for a specification to be the last 
word in doing war damage work. During 
the repairs he called in the district surveyor, 
who visited the premises at least once a 
week. He carried out the instructions of 
the district surveyor with the result that a 
good deal of extra work had to be done. 
He had carried out about 200 war damage 
jobs, and had never had a complaint in 
respect of any of them. 

On being invited by the Chairman (Mr. 
Anthony Hawke) to consider the question of 
stopping the case, the jury consulted for a 
few moments, and the foreman then said 
they would like to hear the evidence of the 
district surveyor. 

Defending counsel told the Court that he 
had declined to co-operate with either the 
prosecution or the defence. 

The foreman: Then we think the case 
should not go on. 

Both men were then formally found not 
guilty and discharged. 


Enforcement of Penalty Clause 


A NUMBER of correspondents have written 
to inquire whether an extended report of 
the action, “Amalgamated Building Contrac- 
tors, Ltd., v. Waltham Holy Cross U.D.C.” 
(reported in our issue of March 21) is avail- 
able. We regret that no such account is 
available, but understand that the case may 
go to appeal. The Clerk to the Waltham 
Holy Cross U.D.C. informs us that the 
R.1.B.A. Form of Contract (1947 Revision) 
was used by the parties. 


LONDON’S POPULATION 
Large Day-time Increase 


THERE is a regular daily net inflow of over 
half a million workers and scholars into the 
County of London, equivalent to an increase 
of 16 per cent. in- the resident population, 
according to an estimate of the day-time 
population of the Capital prepared by Lon- 
don Transport Executive. The central com- 
mercial area (i.e. Cities of London and West- 
minster, Holborn and Finsbury) is estimated 
to have its resident population increased five- 
fold by over 700,000 on a typical weekday. 

Taking the County as a whole, of the 
1,600,000 people who enter metropolitan 
boroughs to work or go to school, nearly half 
(730,000) come from outside the County. A 
total of about 1,000,000, it is estimated, travel 
for work or school to places outside the 
borough in which they live. This amounts 
to about a third of the resident population, 
a proportion which is fairly constant. in all 
borough groups with the sole éxception of 
the central commercial area where the pro- 
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L.M.B.A. 
Apprenticeship Needs 


AN urgent call to London builders to 

increase by every possible means the 
numbers of craft apprentices, and to youth 
employment officers to encourage school- 
leavers to choose building as a career, was 
made by Mr. D. E. Woopsine ParisH, presi- 
dent of the L.M.B.A., when he spoke at a 
luncheon in his honour given recently by 
the Southern Area of the Association at 
Croydon. Mr. G. H. Noyes, chairman of 
the Area, presided. 


London needed an annual minimum of 
4,000 new entrants if the balance of the 
building industry was to be maintained, said 
Mr. Woodbine Parish, but during each of 
the past three years fewer than 1,200 craft 
apprentices had ‘ntered into deeds of 
apprenticeship. The cumulative effect of 
this deficiency might not be apparent for 
some little time, but an extremely critical 
position would inevitably arise unless im- 
mediate and effective steps were taken to 
remedy it. 


Shortsighted View 


Mr. Woodbine Parish continued: While 
many employers are loyally fulfilling their 
obligations with regard to recruitment and 
craft training, there are, unfortunately, others 
who seem both indifferent and shortsighted 
enough to believe that all will be well with- 
out any effort or contribution on their part. 
I stress with maximum emphasis that there 
must be an early and general acceptance by 
all employers, irrespective of size, of their 
individual industrial liability to select, en- 
courage and train a sufficiency of suitable 
young lads to take the place of those elderly 
craftsmen who annually retire from active 
work due to old age or infirmity. 


The whole structure and well-being of the 
industry and the proper maintenance of the 
existing craft educational facilities in the 
technical colleges depend upon a smooth and 
balanced flow of fresh entrants being 
absorbed by the industry each year. 


This is a challenge to each one of us, and 
the difficulties which face us must be over- 
come, for our collective responsibility is 
inescapable if the building industry is to 
flourish and expand its output. 


Competition from Other Industries 


With the present restricted number of lads 
leaving school, due to the low birth-rate in 
the late 1930’s, there is growing evidence 
of the deep concern in many industries of 
their ability to secure the right type and 
number of school-leavers to ensure their 
stability. There is great activity in recruit- 
ing school-leavers, and never before have 
the training facilities and opportunities for 
promotion offered by the Forces, professions, 
industry and commerce been publicised in 
such great detail. Never before have parents 
and boys had such competition from all 
directions for their interest and support. It 
is against this background that the building 
industry must compete for its craftsmen of 
to-morrow. The building industry, one of 
the oldest in the country, with countless 
fine traditions and many opportunities, must 
seek with renewed vigour to attract adequate 
numbers of keen young lads to fill its ranks. 


L.M.B.A. to Entertain Lord Mayor 


The Lord Mayor, Alderman Sir Leslie 
Boyce, has accepted the invitation of the 
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Council of the L.M.B.A. to be its guest of 
honour at a luncheon at the Savoy Hotel on 
September 25. The president, Mr. D. E. 
Woodbine Parish, will preside. 


Presentation of Awards 


At the April meeting of the Council of 
the L.M.B.A., the president, Mr. D. E. 
WoopBinE PARISH, presented the prizes to 
two winners of the awards for the London 
Region made by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers on the results of 
the Ordinary National Certificate in Building 
in 1951. The winners were: B. T. Wheel- 
wright, an apprentice in carpentry and joinery 
with H. Morrell and Sons (Builders), Ltd., 
who won the first prize of £25, and R. G. 
East, a bricklayer apprentice with Higgs and 
Hill, Ltd., who won the second prize of £20. 

In making the presentation, Mr. Wood- 
bine Parish said that this was the first 
occasion on which these awards had been 
made. Though he was speaking on behalf 
of the National Federation he thought it 
right to say that the prizes had been inspired 
by the L.M.B.A. prize fund. He congratu- 
lated the boys on their success and wished 
them well in their careers. He also ‘con- 
gratulated the firms responsible for their 
training. It was a tribute to their high 
standing in the industry and to the level of 
craftsmanship they encouraged in their 
apprentices. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Annual Maintenance Licences 


The Ministry of Works draws attention to 
an extra facility now provided by annual 
maintenance licences. Arrangements can 
now be made for these licences to cover 
minor works of alteration consequent on the 
installation of new machinery and on the 
transfer of machinery from one factory to 
another, besides (as hitherto) on transfers 
in the same factory. Current licences will 
be amended on application to the Ministry’s 
Regional Licensing Officers. 











LOOK FOR THESE POINTS IN 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 






OTE the bearing lubrication nipples in 

this Kingway door hanger; the ease of 
vertical and lateral adjustment; the flat wheel 
treads which spread the load at the wearing 
surface. Features like 
these make KING slid- 
ing door gear a first- 
class engineering job. 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLETS 
GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, HERTS. 
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HARDWOODS 
Trends in Supply Position 
{From a Correspondent] 


At the time of writing an announcement 
on the level of import licensing for 


hardwoods from the non-scheduled territories: 


was thought to be imminent. The uncer- 
tainty of the last few weeks has ‘had a retard- 
ing effect on forward business. Short-term 
buying remains the order of the day. 

It was recently reported that the expori 
of French hardwoods to the United Kingdom 
had been seriously reduced for 1952 due, 
mainly, to the demands of the French 
domestic market. It is understood, how- 
ever, that French timber exporters have been 
informed that export licences may, in certain 
circumstances, be issued outside quota 
restrictions. The species affected are: hard- 
wood logs other than oak, ash, beech, wal- 
nut, poplar and aspen; sawn hardwood other 
than oak, ash, beech, walnut, poplar and 
aspen; and sawn walnut of a thickness not 
exceeding 10 centimetres. 

The response of the plywood trade to the 
recent extension of the decontrol scheme, 
whereby outright purchases by the trade of 
national stock plywood carries with it the 
right to a proportion of import licences, has 
been very good. The total value of ply- 
wood offered under this allocation is in the 
neighbourhood of £1,000,000 against which 
import licences for £500,000 are available. 
At the same time all plywood (including 
blockboard and laminboard) has been freed 
from consumer licensing. 

With regard to softwoods, there continue 
to be encouraging reports to the effect that 
demand is on the increase, particularly from 
the building industry. Nevertheless, busi- 
ness in general is slow. There is an abun- 
dance of stocks of nearly all sizes, and 
forward business is reduced to a minimum. 


SHORTAGE OF MATERIALS 
Difficulties in the North 


SOME CONSTRUCTION jobs which, before 
the war, took 20 weeks to complete, now 
take over two years, said Mr. Stephen Hud- 
son, immediate past-president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
when he addressed miembers of the Teesside 
and South-West Durham Chamber of Com- 
merce at Bishop Auckland on April 17. The 
shortage of materials was blamed. 

The speaker stated that it. was mere 
wishful thinking to expect any improve- 
ment in Output per man per hour or in 
the organisation and management of build- 
ing projects while cement, bricks, timber 
and steel, to mention only a few items, were 
in desperately short supply. 

Mr. Hudson said that the cement industry 
had done a fine job during and since the 
war, but in the Northern region the break- 
down was in the method of distribution. This 
had had a most disastrous effect on the 
building industry during the past six weeks. 
The production of bricks in the Northern 
region fell short of between 100,000,000 and 
150,000,000 of the quantity required. 


Use of Moss to make Wallboard 


The Swedish firm of Myrenjohns has 
asked the Irish Government Turf Board for 
help in searching the Irish midlands for 
mossy-peat deposits suitable for making 
wallboard and coarse paper. Should 
sufficient supplies of the moss-peat be found, 
the Swedish firm will set up a factory at an 
estimated cost of £150,000 for manufacturing 
these products. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
City and Guilds’ Consultative Committee 


Discussions have recently been taking 
place between the education and training 
committee of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers and the City 
and Guilds of London Institute with regard 
to the setting up by the ‘Institute of a con- 
sultative committee for the building indus- 
try. The executive committee of the 
N.F.B.T.E. has now approved the appoint- 
ment of Messrs. Harvey G. Frost (Bury St. 
Edmunds) and D. E. Woodbine Parish 
(London) as the Federation’s first representa- 
tives on the consultative committee. The 
committee will have no responsibility in 
regard to the conduct of examinations, each 
of which or each group of which already 
has its own advisory committee, but will 
be available for consultation by the Institute 
when questions arise regarding the adequacy 
of existing examinations and the need for 
alterations and extensions. 


Director’s Death 


Mr. Orlando G. R. Beere, director of the 
Selson Machine Tool Co., Ltd., died. on’ 
April 7. Mr. Beere, who was in his 75th 
year, was a well-known figure in the machine 
tool industry. 

Building Surveyors’ Meeting 

The Building Surveyors’ Institute are to 
hold an open meeting at the Chamber of 
Commerce, New-street, Birmingham, on 
May 3, at 2.30 p.m., to which all who are 
interested are invited. 


Senior ._ Partner’s Death 


The death is reported of Mr. William 
Nicholas Dickie, senior partner in the firm 
of George Dickie and Sons, Birkenhead. For 
many years Mr. Dickie, who was 91 years 
of age, was a committee member of the 
Liverpool Sawmills Proprietors’ Association, 
and a member of the Birkenhead Town 
Council. 


Prestressed Concrete Factory 


We are informed by the Concrete 
Development Co., Ltd., that the caption to 
a photograph published on page 473 in 
The Builder of March 28, in connection 
with Mr. Dex Harrison’s article on 
“Research Applied to Current Building,” 
should have read “ The interior of the pre- 
stressed concrete factory of the Concrete 
Development Co., Ltd., Iver, Bucks.” 


Dispute Over Plastering Work 


Messrs. E. E. Cheeseman and Sons, Ltd., 
inform us that, in connection with the Law 
Report published in our issue of April 18, 
600 (Walker (Tooting), Ltd. v. 
National Association of Operative Plas- 
terers), the term “laths” might be mislead- 
ing as it is generally accepted in the building 
trade as referring to wood laths. The 
material that was the subject of the dispute, 
which was concerned with plastering work 
at Kidbrooke Park Schools, Greenwich, was 
in fact an expanded metal lathing. 


Steel Grants for Water Supply Schemes 


Individual grants of steel are being made 
to water authorities by the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government to enable 
urgent water supply schemes to be com- 
pleted. This information was given to a 
delegation from the British Waterworks 
Association, which has seen the Minister, 
Mr. Harold Macmillan. The Association 
has been concerned about the shortage of 
steel for the water supply industry and asked 
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all their members for local information, @nd 
this formed the basis of discussion. 


Recommended Solid Fuel Appliances 

The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government has issued a circular (No. 40/52) 
to housing authorities on domestic fuel 
policy in which attention is directed to a 
new edition of the “List of Recommended 
Domestic Solid Fuel Appliances ” published 
by the Coal Utilisation Council in consulta- 
tion with the Ministry of Fuel and Power. A 
copy of the list is enclosed with each circular, 
but further copies (price 6d.), together with 
the publication “ Installation, Operation and 
Maintenance of Domestic Solid Fuel Appli- 
ances” (price 2s. 6d.—up to two copies free 
of charge to local authorities), are obtain- 
able from the C.U.C., Headquarters at 3, 
Upper Belgrave-street, London, S.W.1. 


TOWN PLANNING DECISION 


Planning Control Must Not be Substituted 
for Remedy under Law of Nuisance 


THE APPEAL of Mr. Osbert Fynes-Clinton 
Eyre against the refysal of Malden Borough 
Council to allow him to erect a kennel with 
fenced runs in the garden of his home, No. 
18, Lawrence-avenue, Malden, Surrey, has 
been allowed by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government following a local inquiry 
at which the appellant stated that the kennel 
was required in order to accommodate a 
number of small dogs which were bred as 
a hobby by his wife. 

In rejecting the Council’s submission that 
Mr. Eyre’s proposal involved “ develop- 
ment,” within the meaning of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, the 
Minister states that planning control must 
not be used as a substitute for remedies 
available for neighbouring residents under 
the law of nuisance. 
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U.S. IRON AND STEEL 
EXPOSITION 


Foreign Firms Invited 


THE UNITED STATES INFORMATION SERVICE 
states that foreign firms are invited to exhibit 
goods at the 1952 Iron and Steel Exposition, 
to be held in conjunction with the annual 
convention of the Association of Iron and 
Steel Engineers in the Cleveland Public 
Auditorium from September 30 to October 3 
next. : 

Except during World War II, these expo- 
sitions have been held since 1919. Occupa- 
tional break-down of attendance at these 
events includes metallurgists, chemists, 
designers, draughtsmen, and purchasing 
agents, sales managers, administrative, super- 
visory, Operating and maintenance officials, 
engineers (electrical, mechanical, fuel, power, 
steam, combustion, refractory, instrument, 
industrial, test, research, development), and 
a number of professors and students. 


The Association states: “We can accept 
foreign exhibitors in the exposition. The 
only stipulation that we would make is that 
they be exhibits that pertain to the supply 
of equipment, services or products to the 
iron and steel producing.industry. We also 
ask that all payments be made in U.S. funds. 
If any individual company, or government, 
is interested in the iron and steel producing 
industry, they are welcome to attend any 
or all of our activities and participate as 
fully as they desire.” 

Interested exhibitors or visitors should 
communicate with Mr. Albert W. Erickson, 
Jnr., Association of Iron and Stee] Engineers, 
1010, Empire Building, Pittsburgh, 22, 
Pennsylvania. 


WOOD TECHNOLOGY 
Selected Government Reports 


THE EIGHTH VOLUME of. the Selected Gov- 
ernment Reports published by H.M.S.O.:for 
D.S.LR. has been issued with the title 
“Wood.” It is priced at one guinea. These 
volumes deal with research carried out 
during the war under the direction of the 
Ministries of Supply and Aircraft Produc- 
tion. The present book contains 20 reports 
on the properties and working qualities of 
wood. Most of them were prepared on 
behalf of the Ministries by the Department’s 
Forest Products Research Laboratory. 

The subjects covered include the micro- 
scopical investigation of failures in wood, 
the chemical factors involved in the use of 
wood with metals and the strength of such 
woods as American whitewood, Kara red- 
wood, Sitka spruce, Western hemlock and 
Douglas fir. 

A number of the reports deal with the 
laminating and bending of woods and one 
of them describes the dielectric heating of 
woods and glues. Many of the problems 
described are concerned with aircraft pro- 
duction but the results can be applied to 
other wood-working processes. 


Ellesmere Port Housing Discussion 


A conference has been held between repre- 
sentatives of local builders and Ellesmere 
Port Urban District Council to consider the 
question of how the small builders might 
be able to assist the Council in their hous- 
ing schemes. The builders desire to build 
houses of a certain type, details of which 
they propose to submit to the Council for 
consideration, rather than that the Council 
should specify a particular type. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Electrical Products at the B.LF. 


A new development in A.C. switches will 
form part of the exhibit of Falk, Stadelman 
and Co., Ltd., of 91, Farringdon-road, Lon- 
don, E.C.1, at the British Industries Fair, 
Birmingham. The “ Surflush ” switch, as it 
is called, is a surface switch that looks flush 
but can be mounted direct on the wall at 
the cable exit without the use of a block 
or sunk box in a T.R.S. installation. Another 
exhibit will be an electric D.D.T: and germi- 
cide diffuser. In this a vessel is heated by 
an electric element of 25-watt loading and 
thermostatically controlled to maintain the 
desired temperature. In the vessel are placed 
cartridges containing a D.D.T. compound 
for the control of house-flies, moths and 
most insects, a non-toxic germicide for the 
reduction of germs and bacteria, or a 
chlorophyl compound for the elimination of 
odours. On the stand there will also be a 
range of industrial and commercial light 37 
fittings, a new house service unit, an air- 
conditioning fan and an electric paint 
; stripper. 


Mechanical Shovel on Television 


A Chaseside Shovel manufactured by the 
Chaseside Engineering Co., Ltd., of Station 
Works, Hertford, was seen on television 
newsreel on March 31 and April 1, clearing 
away 6-ft. snowdrifts in Hertfordshire. 


A Canadian Exhibition 


An Ekco Thermovent 1 k.w. portable con- 
vection heater with thermostatic control is 
to be exhibited at the exhibition of British 
Contemporary Design, to be held in the 
National Gallery of Canada in May. After 
remaining in Ottawa for three weeks, the 
display will visit other important Canadian 
Cities. 


Colour Film on Sealing Compound 


Expandite, Ltd., Cunard-road, N.W.10, 
have recently produced a colour film en- 
titled “ Joints That Move,” which-is intended 
to be shown at various provincial centres 
throughout England. Many buildings are 
subjected to vibration from traffic or trains 
and this film’ is designed to show how 
“ Seelastik ” can be used as a sealing com- 
pound in such cases because of its “ non- 
hardening” qualities. Methods of applying 
the compound are shown and part of the 
film is devoted to the company’s specially 
designed air pressure gun and the method 
of loading it. Other products of the com- 
pany are referred to, and there is a section 
on the process of manufacturing “ Seelastik ” 
together with examples of laboratory tests 
which are carried out at the company’s fac- 
tory at Harlesden. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Alfred Pryke (Palmers Green), Ltd.  (506043.) 
Regd. March 27, 1, Hazelwood Court, Hazelwood- 
la., Palmers Green, N.13, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. Dir.: 8. 8. Pryke, 11, Branscombe-gdns., 
Winchmore. Hill. 

Alfred Pryke (Stroud Green), Ltd. (506044.) 
Regd. March 27, 74, Lancaster-rd., Stroud Green, 
N.4, bldrs., ete. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: S. 
Pryke, 11, Branscombe-gdns.. Winchmore Hill. 

Moriais Building and Constructional Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd. (606190.) Regd. March 28, 91-2, The 
Strand, Swansea. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir. : 
Hill, 158, Goss-ave., Townhill, Swansea. 

Evans of Leeds (Overseas), Ltd. (506269.) Regd. 
March 29, Waterloo Mills, Waterloo-la., Bramley, 
Leeds, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: og roe Dir.: F. RB. 
Evans, Stonecroft, Harrowby- rd., 

King Bros. (Burnham), Ltd.” sores.) Regd. 
March 29, 57, Huntercombe-la,. Slough, Bucks, 
bldrs., etc. Nom. ca £2,000. Dir.: A. King, Le 
Nid, Lent Rise-rd., aplow, en, 

S.T. Pedlingham & Co.,Ltd.  (506323.) Regd. 
March 29, 1, ange TI rd., Plumstead, eae his. 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: i ” Pedling- 
ham, 339, Lon ‘la. Bexleyheath, Kent 

me} Birch & Ltd. 506359.) Regd. March a 

Tretalgat-rd., Smethwick. 40, Staffs, bldrs.. etc 
Nom. cap.: £2 000. Dir: Birch, Gladys Birch. 

+ mee & Partners, Lid. (506438.) d. Apr. 1, 
bidrs.., Nom. ca £10,000. ve . Murrell. 
188, 7 rd., Bec ‘onham, Kent 

Syrett & Sons sBusidees) : a (506459.) Regd. 
Apr. 1, Sunnyholt, Acton Vale. W.3. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Dir.: J. F. Syrett, 17, Raynton-cl., Harrow, 

id 

Barr’s Industrial, Ltd. (506476.) Regd. Apr. 2, 
The Grove, Wolliscote-rd., Cons “Thee me Wores., 
bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: J. Mucklow. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. Frepk. H. JoHNSON has been appointed a director 
of Thomas Smith and Sons (Rodley), Ltd., which is a 
subsidiary company of Thos. W. Ward, Ltd., Albion 
Works, Sheffield. 

Mr. F. G. May has been appointed secretary of the 
Timber Development Association, as from April 1, 1952. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


Speeding Up House Building 
PROMPT payment of sums due to con- 

tractors, and the substitution of one 
material for another to prevent delays due 
to shortages, are among the suggestions for 
speeding up housebuilding made in a circu- 
lar (28/1952) which has been issued to local 
authorities by the Department of Health 
for Scotland. 

The circular says that the Secretary of 
State has no doubt that “local authorities 
will bear in mind the need for prompt pay- 
ment of sums due to contractors under the 
terms of housing contracts. 

“He realises that local authorities. must 
retain sufficient safeguards to ensure satis- 
factory and timely performance, but con- 
tractors should not be involved in financial 
loss through avoidable delays in payment 
of sums due to them.” 

Periodic payments during work should be 
made as quickly as possible and “the 
minimum amounts should be such as to 
provide contractors with an adequate incen- 
tive to maintain steady progress.” In this 


8. ‘connection full account should be taken of 


increases in the cost of labour and materials. 
Final payments to contractors, the circular 


S. adds, should be based on the dates of com- 


pletion of individual blocks of houses rather 
than on the dates of completion of all the 
works in the contract. 

Dealing with materials, the circular says 
that it is normally wasteful to alter the design 


.or equipment of houses in a contract after 


work has begun. Nevertheless, the use of 
substitute materials must be readily per- 
mitted if delay is’ not to result because a 
particular specification is temporarily unob- 
tainable. The naming of, or too rigid 
insistence upon, proprietary articles should 
be avoided. 


Aberdeen’s 10,000th House 


OpENING Aberdeen Corporation’s 10,000th 
house built since 1919, Sir George Hender- 
son, K.B.E., C.B., Secretary, Department of 
Health for Scotland, said Aberdeen Corpora- 
tion had always taken an enlightened view 
of their housing responsibilities and, with- 
out being critical of any other authority, 
he could say quite truthfully that they in 
the Department had regarded Aberdeen 
Corporation for many years as one of the 
best housing authorities in the country. 

Commenting on the general housing 
position, Sir George poirited out, what had 
been said several times, that the authorisa- 
tions to local authorities in January of this 
year were not to be taken as in any sense 
final. If a local authority could show the 
Department that it had made sufficient pro- 
gress with its existing authorisations, and 
that labour and materials existed to enable 
it to do more, then additional authorisations 
would be given without question. The chief 
aim was to get the maximum resources for 
housing and to make the maximum use of 
those resources, and it might be taken that 
that was the aim of policy to-day. 

“That is mainly,” he said, “ why we have 
concentrated so much in recent months on 
the question of designing and building 
houses economically. . . . We know that 
the specimen plans which were issued by 
the Department last August have stimulated 
many local authorities to investigate ways 
and means of lowering costs by good plan- 
ning without reducing the essential standards 
of habitability, and we hope that local 
authorities will continue to undertake 
research of that kind. I am glad to say 
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that quite a number of authorities have 
already produced economical plans, inclu- 
ding Aberdeen who have produced a plan 
for a three-apartment house which has been 
approved by the Department. I presume 
that the Corporation will include this type 
in their programme and I hope that the 
advantages we see in this development will 
soon be apparent in the number of houses 
built.” 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Argylishire.—C.C. propose extensions and addi- 
tions to the Dunoon Grammar school from plans by 
the County A., Duncan Cameron, F.R.I.C.S., County 
Offices, Dunoon, West. 

Ayr.—T.C. Planning Com. have granted per- 
mission for erection of new buildings at Newton- 
on-Ayr railway station to cost £11 

Bankhead.—Lanarkshire C.C. to have a new 
school built. The architects are Gavin Paterson & 
Son (A.), 6, Cadzow-st., The Cross, Hamilton. 

Bankhead.—Lanarkshire C.C. propose a scheme 
of houses at Woolfords. The architect is Samuel 
MacColl (F.), County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton, 

Barrhead.—T.C. propose erection of 16 roe ny on 
Bourock-sq.; 10 flats at Fereneze-ave. 
flais at Kelburn-st. Plans by William ‘palitie & 
Son, 4, West Regent-st., Glasgow, C.2. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans in hand- for new com- 
mercial garage and also storage buildings to be 
erected at 1550, Dumbarton-rd. by Alexander 
MacWhinney & OCo,, Haldane-st., Scotstoun, 
Glasgow, W.C.4. 

East Kilbride.—Lanarkshire C.C. to have plans 
prepared for new public school, for which the archi- 
tect is William Watt (F.), County -chbrs., Albert-st., 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for new 
shops for the East Kilbride Corporation. The archi- 
tect is Donald Raey (F.), Torrance House, East 
Kilbride. 

Edinburgh.—Plans in hand for additions, est. to 
cost £30,000, at the Murrayfield Ice Rink. The 
architects are T. Waller Marwick (F.), 7, St. Colne- 
st., Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh.—An interim warrant for excavations 
and foundations has been granted by the Dean 
of Guild Court for £750,000 housing scheme at Dry- 
law Mains. Five hundred houses are to be built 
at this site, which is bounded by Ferry-rd. and 
Groathill-rd. 

Edinburgh.—John Jeffrey & Co., Lid., Heriot 
Brewery, Roseburn-ter, propose alterations com- 
—s the erection of a new brew house to cost 


Glasgow.—Corporation Heusing Dept. to build 
522 houses at Merrylee. Plans by Director of 
Housing, Architects’ Section, 20, Trongate, C.1. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been Y sap one by their own 
architects for new offices ar erage bal Le ay 7 - 
be erected by the Caledonian Trac 
Rigby-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions for the Queen’s Own Camerons High- 
lander’s Club at Queen’s-cres. The architects are 
Alexander Gardner & Gardner MacLean (F.), 6, 
India-st., Glasgow, W.C.2, 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions for Glasgow Old People’s Homes at 
Great Western-rd. The architects are Launcelot H. 
Ross & Partners (FF.), 79, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow, W.C.2 : 

Greenock. _—Corporation ~ have net prepared 
for new shops and other offices to be erected on 
Cumberland and Auchmead-rds., for which the 
architect is Robert L. Rankine, A.M_Inst.C.E., 
Master of Works Office, Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

Inverness.—Plans prepared for motor showrooms, 
est. to cost £10,000, for the S.M.T. Sales & Services, 
Ltd., at Academy-st. 

Kingussie.—B.C. propose building 10 houses at 
Garraline-ter. housing scheme, 

Ruthergien.—Dean of Guild Court has approved 
plans for erection of 52 Weir houses at Blairbeth- 
td., Burnside, at an est. cost of £78,000. 


10n 


Building Plants on the Gold Coast 


N. V. Schokbeton, of Kampen, a Dutch 
firm which produces cement products and 
building elements for prefabricated houses 
and buildings, are to establish four plants 
on the Gold Coast, West Africa. The total 
cost is estimated to be in the region of 
£4,000,000 and plans are being made to have 
the plants in production within four 
years. Buildings and machinery are to be 
made in Holland and shipped, either in the 
form of elements or sections, to Africa. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


_ For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of peraare hs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; agger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be -obtained. 


BUILDING 


APRIL 29. 
*tSurrey C.C.—Three police houses. at Gordon’s- 
way, Oxted. County A., Kingston. 
APRIL 30, 


ow © ye houses at Brickhouse 
S. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by 


*t+ Rowley 
Farm estate. 
May 1 

“+West Sussex C.C.—Police house, office, etc., at 
Bucks Green, Rudgwick, nr. Horsham. County A., 
Chichester. 

MAY 1. 


*tCambridge T.C.—24 gaa 
estate. City S. Dep. £3 
MAY 2. 
*tEvesham R.D.C.—44 houses and 16 flats. 
Gardiner, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tSevenoaks R.D.C.—36 houses at Dynes-rd., Kem- 
sing. E. & 8S. 


at Coleridge-rd. 


C. H. 


MAY 3. 

*tEssex €.C.—Two houses for fire brigade at 
Fourth-ave., Chelmsford. H. Conolly (F.), County 
A., Chelmsford. 

MAY 65. 


*t+Billericay U.D.C.—32 bungalows at The Mead 
and Bushy Mead, Laindon. S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tDunstable B.C, <= 264 houses at poy 
estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s Tenders by May 20 
*Easthourne C.B.—Three garages and a cycle shed 
at Eastbourne Training College, Darley-rd. B-E., 
2, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


Hill 




















WASHING DOWN FOR 
ME, MANGER’S 
SAVES ME HOURS, 
LETS ME GET ON 
WITH THE JOB _ 








SOLUTION IS EASY TO 
PREPARE, WASHES OFF 
WITH A SPONGE, 





AFTERWARDS WORK DRIES 
QUICKLY, FREE OF SMEARS, 
AND LEAVES A GOOD 
SURFACE FOR RE-PAINTING 
WITHOUT LOSS OF 
TIME 





Lett ne | 


* NCEQs ’ 
moar a 


10/6 doz: or 10/ - doz. 


in 3-doz. case lots 


MANGERS | 


SUGAR SOAP 


MAY 6. 

*Bradforg T.C.—140 houses. City E. & 8. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*Northallerton U.D.C.—54 houses at Linden-rd., 
pig -rd. estate. C., 72, High-st, North. Dep. 

2s 

Seuth Shields T.C.— Ten baageiers at Prince 
Edward-rd. East. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Ventnor U.D.C.—Six houses at Gloucester-rd. 
E. & 8., Geoffrey Poole, Salisbury-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 7. 

East Riding C.C.—Two police houses, a garage, 
etc., at George-st., Bridlington. County A., County 
Hall, Beverley. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tHampshire Police Authority.—Five police houses 
at various sites. County A., The Castle, Winches 
ter. Dep. £1 1s. 

*tNorfolk E.C.—Building work at Wymondham 
College; Old Buckenham cty. prim. sch.; Dersing- 
ham sec. mod. sch.; and Little Walsingham cty. 
prim. sch. F. Lincoln Ralphs, Chief Education 
Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 


mage ted 


Plympton St. Mary Bight houses at 
Plympton, C., Council MOMiccs, lympton. Dep. 


MAY 9. 

Filey U.D.C.—(a) 32 houses and (b) 12 flats at 
Muston-rd. site. F. Vaux, F.R.I.B.A., 31, Quay- 
st., Bridlington, Yorkshire. Dep. £2 2s. (each 
group). 

South Shields T.C.—(a) 112 houses, (b) 174, and 
(c) 3% bungalows at section 5, Simonside. -E., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. (each contract). 


MAY 10. 
*Stepney B.C.—Repairs to three properties. Chief 
Technical” Officer for War ees. Da aaa 
227-233, Commercial-rd., E.1. Dep. £ 
*tWatford R.D.C.—68 houses a yk Hill, 
Abbots Langley. Dawe Carter and Partners, archi- 
tects, 83, High-st. Dep. 21 ls. 


MAY 12. 

Cockenzie and Port Seton T.C.—32 houses at Old 
Goif Course sit James Gentles & Son, quantity 
surveyors, 18, Hanover-st., Edinburgh. 

*Hemel Hempstead B.6.—66 flats at Abeyfield 
eState. -A. H. Turner, B.E. & S., Market-saq, 

*Hunts C.C.—Adaptations and extensions to 
Huntingdon Fire Station. County A., Huntingdon. 

Macclesfield R.D.C.—12 houses at Sutton, Lane 
Ends; 10 at GawSworth, Warren-dr., and four at 
Nether Alderley, Welsh Row. H. Chadwick, 19, 
King Edward-st. Dep. £2 2s. (per site). 

Norfolk C.C.—Six police houses and two nurses’ 
houses at various sites. County A., 27, Thorpe-rd., 
Norwich. 

*Stocksbridge U.D.C.—16 aged persons’ dwellings. 
D. E. Robinson, S. 

MAY 13. 


Barnstaple R.D.C.—14 houses at Landkey No. 2 
ay | site and four houses at Atherington housing 
oo . J. Dennis, The Red-hse., Castle-st. Dep. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—Eight shops with maisonettes 
over at Leybourne eState. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 

Chesham U.D.C.—Five bungalows at Missenden- 
td. site. L. C. Powell (F.), Architect, Norfolk-hse., 
Station-rd. Dep. £2 23. 

MAY 14, 

Sewerby Bridge U.D.C.—78 dwellings at Sowerby 
housing site. aoe and Surveyor, Beech Royd, 
Beech-rd. Dep. 

a 17. 

Cheltenham R.D.C.—Ten houses at Leckhampton. 
Rainger, Rogers and Smithson, architects, 29, 
Rodney-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

Doncaster C.B.—Erection and completion of 
“ Hawthorn” two-form entry jun. mixed sch. at 
Cantley. Boro’ A., 15, South-parade. Dep. £3 3s. 

*March U.D.C.—54 bungalows at Deerfield-rd. site. 
W. S. Pickett, architect and surveyor, Town Hall 
Dep. £2 2s 

MAY 19. 


*Aldershot B.C.—Ten bungalows at York-rd., 
Ayling Hill. F. W. Taylor, B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Me, anime C.B.—Ten houses. Boro’ A. Dep. 


*Swanage U.D.C.—Six houses at Bell-st. A. E. C. 
Geens, architect, 15, Westover-rd., Bournemouth. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 21. 


*Melton Semteay U.D.C.—20 houses at mene 
ave. site. B. Sutton, E. & 8. Dep. £2 
MAY 23. 
*Walthamstow B.C.—12 flats ss ‘ea hae 
Hempstead-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 
MAY 24. 
*Chippenham B.C.—20 houses at London-rd. site. 
BS., 10, Market-pl. Dep. £2 23. 
MAY 26. 


*Carlisle T.C.—76 houses and 76 flats at Harraby 
Neighbourhood Unit. George Connell & Son, char 
tered quantity surveyor, 25, New Bridge-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, Dep. £2 2s. 
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MAY 28. 

South Kesteven ‘R.D.C.—14 houses at Pointon. H. 
Parsons, architect, 41, North-st., Bourne, Lincs. 
Dep. £2 23. 

MAY 29. 


Bedfordshire C.C.—Reconstruction of Ivel ezine. 
New-rd., Sandy. .8., Phoenix-chbrs., High-s 
Bedford. Dep. £2. 

JUNE 17. 

*Government of the Union of Burma.—Supply, 
fabrication, delivery at site and erection of con- 
structional steelwork at Mingaladon Aerodrome. 
Norman and Dawbarn, architects and consultant en. 
gineers, 5, Gower-st., London, W.C.1. Dep. Rs. 30. 


NO DATE. 

Brackley R.D.C.—15 houses at Middleton Cheney. 
G. Forsyth Lawson and Douglas r 4 architects, 
3%, Horse Fair, Banbury. Dep. £2 

*Bridlington B.C.—(a) 66 oni pe (b) 14 
bungalows at West Hill estate. Clifford E. Culpin, 
3, Southampton-pl., London, W.C.1. Dep. £3 3s. 
eel (a or b), and £6 68. (for 80 dwellings). 

Midhurst R.D.C.—52 dwellings. TT. 
(FE Newstead, Midhurst, Dep. £1 1s. 

North Witchford R.D.C.—Two houses at Benwick. 
four at Wimblington, two at Doddington, and six 
‘_ oe at Manea. R. W. H. Jakens, architect, 

Elwyn-rd., March, Cambs. 


Greenfield 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
MAY 9. 
Me a - U.D.C.—External painting to 361 houses. 
. & S. Dep. £2. 


Siaedhialion C.B.—Supply of wood windows and 
doors for memorial homes for old people at Hill 


View estate. Boro’ A., Grange-hse., Stockton-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 10. 
*Uxbridge U.D.C.—External 


painting to 
houses at Uxbridge and Hillingdon. H. E. 
Stripp, E. & 8. 

MAY 17. 


*Edmonton B.C.—Sub-contracts dhd_ materials for 
posing schemes for one year. H. Backhouse. 


MAY 23. 
Tynemouth C.B.—External painting of the ele- 
vated water tower at Newbiggin-by-the-Sea. Water 
ngineer and Manager, 8, Northumberland-sq., 
Nosth Shields. Dep. £2 2s, 


216 
= 8 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
MAY 1. 

*tEast Sussex C.C.—New playing fields at Lewes 
schools. J. teal (A.), County A., wes. 
Tenders by May 26 

MAY 3. 
Brighton C.B.—Surface dressing works, 1952. 
S., 26-30, King’s-rd. 

MAY 6.,- 

Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C.—Road improve- 
ment works at Chur “hill. E. & S&., Council 
Offices, Caterham. Dep. £2 

Elstree R.b.e--Complation of roads and foot- 
pes at King Edward-rd. housing eState, Shenley. 

8., Council Omer. Shenley-rd., Boreham 
Wood, Herts. Dep. £2 

Portsmouth fay aby “and sewer 

ae. City engineer, 1, Clarence-parade. 


MAY 6. 

Sutton Coldfield B.C.—Construction of Hill Village- 
rd. improvement scheme. B.S., Council House. 
Dep. £2. 

MAY 7. 


Cannock U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at north of 
Cemetery-rd, No. 14 gy site. E. & §., Council- 
hse., The Green. Dep. £2 2s. 

East Riding of Yorkshire C.C.—Heating and 
pening ot road surfaces, 1952-53. ©.S., County Hall, 
everle 


B.E. 


works at 
Dep. 


MAY 9. 
North-East Derbyshire a Water Com.—Water 
supply schemes. Engineer and Manager, Rural 
Council-hse., Saltergate, Chesterfield. Dep. £2 


MAY 10. 

Atherton U.D.C.—(1) Carpeting with two-coat 
hot rolled asphalt, and (2) heating and planing 
and surfacing with cold asphalt. §., Town Hall. 

Frinton and Walton U.D.C.—Surface dressing of 
roads, 1952-53. E. & S., ‘The Council-hse. 


MAY 12. 


Bedford es Se planing and resurfacing 
of carriageways » Newnham-hse., Horne- 
a. 


Bristol T.C._—Laying of sewer at Kingsweston-la. 
City engineer, Arno’s Court, 470, Bath-rd., Brisling- 
ton. Dep. £2 2s. 

Reigate B. C—Pr 


gs = bowing site at 
Green-la. estate, Redhill. B 


» Town Hall. 
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Shrewsbury B.C.—Road surfacing, 1952-53. BS., 
Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 13. 

Salford T.C.—Construction of “sewer, 
Devonshire-rd. City engineer, Town Hall. 
£1 Is. 

Welton R.D.C. phasing. etc., of water main exten- 
sions. E. & &., , Clasketgate, Lincoln. Dep. 


£2 2s 
MAY 14. 

” Gloucester C tion—Laying of distribution 
mains, City apecenne and water engineer, 21, East- 
gate-st. Dep. 

Isle of sy Water Board.—Construction and 
maintenance of spun-iron mains, etc., at Sandown 
water supply area (contract No. 12).. Lemon & 


etc., a 
Dep. 


Blizard, consultant engineers, Lansdowne-hse, 
Castle-la., Southampton. Dep. £5 5s. 
MAY 19. 


Benfleet U.D.C.—Construction of roads and sewers 
at Hatley-gdns, housing estate. * 8., Council 
Offices, Thundersley, Essex. Dep. £2 

Huddersfield C.B.—Laying of spun-iron concrete 
line pipes and fillings at various roads. Water- 
works engineer, 24, Ramsden-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

Rowley Regis B.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers at ay Bay Hall eState and Regent-rd. exten- 
sion, , Municipal-bldgs., Old Hill, Staffs. 
Dep. £2 Og 

St. Helens C.B.—Construction of Sutton intercept- 
ing sewer diversion. Boro’ and Water Engineer, 
Town Hall. p. £2 2s: 

Swaffham R.D.C.—Laying of -spun-iron water 
mains at Beechamwel!. W. Herbert Bateman and 
Partners, Halifax-hse., Bank Plain, Norwich, Nor- 
folk. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 20, 


Guildford R.D.C.—Sewers, etc., 
housing estate, Tongham. - E. & 
Dep. £10 10s 

MAY 24, 


Shipston-on-Stour 'R.D.C.—Laying of water mains 
and construction of booster station at Stretton-on- 
Fosse. J.D. and D. M. Watson, M/M.I.C.E., 18, 
Queen Anne’s gate, Westminster, S.W.1. Dep £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Camden Town.—F.ats.—St. Pancras B.C. propose 
erection.of 115 flats. Plans by Norman and Daw- 
barn, architects, 5, Gower-st., W.C.1. 

ogee EE —Archard, Worrow’ and 
Hardy, F/AA.R.1I.B 20, Lowndes-st., §.W.1 
have prepared plans” re erection of a block of 

flats at 21, Benbow-rd., W.6, for 

Hammersmith.—Factory Bui.pinc.—Clifford, Tee 
and Gale, architects, 5, Buckingham Palace-gdns., 
8.W.1, seek planning approval ‘or the erection of 
a new two-storey factory at Larden-rd., W.3. 

Hampstead.—ApPoIntTMENT.—B.C. Housing ‘Com. 
mittee recommend the appointment of Thurgood, 


at the Cardinals 
S., Millmead-hse. 


Son and Chidgey, 4, Broad-st. Buildings, E.C.2, 
quantity surveyors for the ‘ Broadhurst-gdns. 
housing me, 


Hampstead.—DweLLincs. —B.C. Housing Com- 
— have approved in principle en revised layout 
plane by Richard Nickson, I.B.A., 3, 

elbeck-st., W.1, for the Brocdintat dae ieee 
scheme. 

Hanwell.—AmBuLance Station.—Middlesex  .C., 
County Hall, Westminster, S.W.1, are to build an 
ambulance station at Boston-rd. Plans by archi- 
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tect’s dent, 1, Queen Anne's Gate-bldgs., Dart- 
mouth-st., S.W.1. 

Hornehurch.—Orrice Apecrutte. —W. M. Edwards, 
139, Hornchurch-rd. has pre mig plans 
for. additions to offices at “i. Globe- for Scott 
Hale, Ltd. 

Islington, — Dwetiincs. — E. C. P. Monson, 
F/A.R.1.B.A., 120, Moorgate, E.C.2, are to prepare 
P ans for proposed erection of 36 dwellings at Canon. 

ury-rd., Canonbury-sq., and Alwyne-la. for B.C. 

Islington.—AppoIntMEeNT.—B.C. Housing Com- 
mittee recommend the appointment of O. &. 
Parratt, F.R.LC.S., quantity surveyor for housing 
scheme’ at Canonbury-rd., Canonbury-sq., and 
Alwyne‘la. 

Lewisham.—Dwe.iines.—Boro‘ orebiines has pre- 
pared plans for 125 dwellings at Lawn-ter. 

Rainham.—Facrory.—Douglas White and Furniss, 
a/S, R.1.B.A., 147, Cheapside, F.C.2. have preparad 
er for a oe ory at New-rd. (A.13) for Essex 

ral bi 

South Orne AND WareEHOUSE.—J, Raworth 
Hill, FL 15, Queen-st., E.C.4, has prepared 
plans for offices and warehouse at Bankside and 
Emerson-st., for Beck and Pollitzer, Ltd. 

Stoke Newington.—AppointMENT.—B.C. Housing 
Committee recommend the appointment of Howes 
and Jackman ag ses A., .1, Verulam-bldgs,, 
Gray’s Inn, W.C 1, as housing and planning con- 
sultant architects to the Council for the year end- 
ing March, 

Gimetediciees-cthininds, tibia submitted by boro’ 
architect as an alternative Jayout for the comple. 
tion of the development of the Falmouth-ave. .and 
Gordon-ave. housing site, providing for 31 houses, 
have been approved by B.C. Reconstruction and 
Housing Committee. 

Walthamstow.—FLats.—Warner Estate, Ltd., pro 
pose erection of 52 flats at Cornwallis-rd. and Court 
ney-rd. Plans by Sir John Brown, A. E. Henson 
and Partners, FF/A.R.I.B.A., 117, Sloane-st., §.W.1. 

Walthamstow.—F.Lats.—Sir John Brown, A. E. 
sega XS and Partners, FF/A.R.1.B.A., 117, Sloane- 

W.1, have eg plans for 18 flats at 
kcthores: rd. for Warner Estate, Ltd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 
Accrington.—T.C. approved plans for alterations 


to offices at St. James-st.,. for Emerson & Renwick, 
Ltd.—T.C. issued licence to H. Ramsbottom 
Soms, Ltd., for seven houses at Lodge-st. and two 
at Queen’s-rd. West. 

Alnwick.—Cty. A., County Hall, Newcastle, has 
prepared plans for additional sch. accommodation, 


to cost £14,000. 

Alston.—R.D.C. ren plans for alterations to 
Nenthead Village Hall. 

Ashington.—_R. Douglas, Ashington Farm, has 
submitted to U.D.C. layout plans for 14 bungalows 
at prance la. 

cup,—T.C. D. prapose erection of 12 bungalows Ae 
wha at Huttoc nd No. 2 site, Stacksteads, and 
18 at Cobden-st. area. 

Belper.—R.D.C. received licence for conversion of 
Flower Lilies, Windley, into flats. 

Berwick.—Plans are to be prepared for rebuild 
ing on a smaller scale of Windmill Hill Church. 

Gimiogne m.—T.C. approved erection of slipper 
baths at Heath-st., WinSon Green, £42,150; to adapt 
Earlisbury Grange, 3, Trinity- rd., Birchfields, as 
home for aged, £9, 

Blaydon.—T. Bayrett, Sons & Partners, 127, New 
Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have been appointed 
gg A Surveyors by ‘ewcastle Reg. Hospital 

for new X-ray unit at Normans Riding 
Hospital. Board’s Chief A. is P. H. Knighton. 

Blore.—Parish Council of St. Bartholomew's pro- 
pose extensive restoration scheme at the church. 

Blyth—R.D.C. §., Council Offices, Rendham-rd., 
Saxmundham, Suffolk, has prepared: layout for 94 
houses in 14 ‘parishes. 

Bolton.—B. approved plans for 124 dwellings at 
Wilkinson-rd., ‘Oldhams estate, and amended plans 
for 38 ston 3 off Queen’ s-rd.. Hawthorne-rd. e- 
tate keeniion A extensions off Twisse-rd., for John 
Twisse & Co., Lid.; and laboratory at Springfield 
| Seg Mills, ott Bradford-st., for J. W. Marshall & 


Bootle, B.C. approved revised layout for Prim- 
rose-rd. housing site, and received approval to re- 
vised plans for adaptation of Basil Grange, Sand- 
field Park, as a hostel for aged, £13,615. 

Boston.—Boro’ A., Town Hall. has prepared plans 
for 100 houses and ‘ats at Frieston-rd. 

Brighton.—Boro’ has prepared layout for de- 
velopment and satntadeos at Patcham pumping 
station, to cost £146, 

—B.C. propose repairs at Holy Trinity 
sch., £8,081; and Lane Head im. sch., £5,115. 
Architects are Leach, Rhodes & Walker, 90, Deans- 
gate, Manchester.—B.C. seek starting date for new 
crematorium, to cost £128,810. Architects are 
Taylor & Young, Oxford-rd., Manchester. 

Bury.— approved plans for 10 houses at 
Ribble-dr., “for Elton, Ltd.; pxeas to engi- 
neering works at Olive Bank, 


ury Engi- 
neering Ltd.; and to issue “Ticences to follow- 
omy for erection of houses: —Bainbridge Bros., Lid. 

. Elton, Ltd. (6); and J. E. France (5). 
—Boro’ E, has crake iayout for further 

136 5 A at Topping ‘old 

Caernarvonshire.—Cty. A. has ‘prepared ans for 
gram. sch. at Brynrefail and prim. sch. at Vayuol. 
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Kia: .—Middieton & Jones, architects to 
U.D.C., 1, Queen-st., Lancaster, have prepared plans 
for 50 houses at Kellet-rd. estate. 

Chapel.—R.D.C prepare’ quantities for nag 
bungalows and 18 houses at Green-la., Chinley, 24 
houses at Anchor-ave., Chapel; and six houses at 


ale. 

Cheadle.—A. C. H. Stillman,.Cty. A., Martin-st., 
Stafford, has prepared F aa for ambulance and fire 
stations, for Staffs C.C. 

shire.—E.C. propose early start on erection of 
stage 1 of central college for Sale and Altrincham. 

M. Parkes is Cty. A., Chester. : Petes 

re A illage Hall Com. is considering 
provision of permanent non-traditional type village 
hall at Colburn. 

Crawley.—Chief E., Broadfield, Crawley, Sussex, 
has prepared layout for four factories on industrial 
site, for i ag Corporation, 

Cuckfield.—R.D.C. has approved in principle the 
provision of a hostel to acehesmedate aged people. 
Council’s S., A. Hutchings, M.B.E., M.LMun.E. 

Palton-in-Furness.—A. aylor, S., Town Hall, has 
prepared layout for 50 houses at Greystone and 
Auty Cross estates. 

Darlington. —E.C. to consider a £300,000 plan for 


converting the Cleveland-ave. Girls’ High sch. into 
a technical college. 
Dearne—W. H. Adams, 8. to U.D.C., Council 


Offices, Bolton-on-Dearne, has prepared layout for 
70 houses at Whin Wood site. 
Dewsbury.—J. Richardson & Son, 25, Ramsey-ter., 
Otley, propose 10 houses at Matterdale-ave. 
Doncaster.—E.C. approved in principle the erec- 
tion of a boys’ mod. sch. at Wheatley, £135,640. 
Droyisden.—F. Bradley, A., 4, Wood-st., Bolt®n, 
hee Feepereg plans for % flats at Meomide. st., for 


Durham.—Cty. A., Court-la.. hag prepared plans 
for health omits at Peterlee, to cost £32 000. 

Durham.—T.C. intends acquiring 48 acres of land 
at rrenwellente Moor for erection of further houses. 
--R.D has — plans by M.O.W. on behalf 
of Sy Prison Commission for houses at Carrville, 
a four police houses at Hallgarth-la., for Durham 
C.C.—R.D haz prepared plans for 20 bunga- 
lows at Woodland-cres., Kelloe—J. Nimmo & Sons, 
Castle Eden, Co. Durham, are to carry out altera- 
tions and additions to Colliery Inn, Ludworth, and 
have prepared their own plans. 

Durham. en, & McIntyre, The College, 
Durham, are the architects for premened engineer- 
ing workshop and house at Carrs Old 

Easington.—South-East Durham Tokation Ltd., 
prowese erection of garage and workshop at 

urton 

Eccles.—Central Estates, Ltd., Brackley-st., Swin- 
ton, DrgDose, erection of > houses at Ravensdale- 
gdns.—J. Williams, Ltd., Washway-rd., Sale, to 
erect 10 houses at Peterst. eB, C. seek approval for 
revised layout for 44 additional houses at Elles- 
mere Park estate. 

Eston.—U.D.C. plan to erect shops and flats at 
Dalton-rd., Grangetown, and 160 at Redcar-rd. 
East, 85 near Church-la., and 240 near the cemetery. 

Flockton.—N.C.B., North-Eastern Division, 27, 
Cavendish-rd., Leeds, propose erection of pithead 
baths at Lepton Edge Colliery. 

Folkestone.—Boro’ West-ter. 
out for 120 houses at Creteway 

Gateshead.—The architects for "aeanined conver- 
sion of Crossways, Durham-rd., into five flats, for 
> arke, Chapman & Co., Ltd., are Arthur & Kirkup, 

Swinburne-st., tesh 

 aotborne. UDC. propose * further 12 houses at 
Glazebury and 12 at Derby-rd. estate. 

Halifax.—T.C. await starting date for proposed 
crematorium, to cost £73,000. Plans by Deputy 
City A., F. H. Hoyles. : 

Hartlepool.—T.C. to consider erection of 113 houses 
at Hermit-st. area. 

ipswich.—Johns & Slater, architects, 32, Founda- 
tion-st., have prepared plant for jun. sch. at 
Chantry estate. 

ipswich.—Boro’ E. has prepared layout for 62 
houses at Chantry estate. 

Keighley.—E.C. propose building new gram. sch. 

Litherland.—Quiggin & Gee, architects, 11, Old 
Hall-st., Liverpool, have prepared plans for 96 flats 
at Linacre-rd. 
awn B Pe. propose erection of 24 houses 
a a 

Lyme Regis.—A. to South-Western Reg. Hospital 
Brd., Roxbangh, Clifton Down. Bristol 8, has pre- 

pared plans for extensions to hospital. 

Lymm.—U.D.C. propose erection of two _bed- 
— type flats and houses of non-traditional 


Macolesfield, —Boro’ A., E. A. Heppenstall, is 
Po engee 3 _ local buildens for 57 houses at 
‘Weston esta 

Manchester. m. C. to build 200 houses at Blackley 
area, 


bes prepared lay- 
wn. 


E.C. received approval for os ge! 1952/3 schools . 


programme :—Newall Green R.C.- sec., £95,040; 
Moss Nook cty. sec., £134,640; Oldwood cty. sec., 
£134,640; St. ggg R.C. prim., £85,000; Brook- 
lands cty. prim., £86,240; Crab-la. cty. prim., 
£98,449; Pell Hall oP (jun, dept.), £49,280; exten- 
sions at New ges prim., £31,000; extensions. at 
Oswald-rd. C.P., ,250; and extra classrooms and 
adaptations at. Fa schools, £56,000. City A 
is Leonard C. Howitt. : 

Nantwich.—Cheshire E.C. propose sec. agric: sch. 
at Poole Hall. 

Northampton.—B.C. received starting date for 
children’s home at 91, Chalscombe-ave., Sunnyside 
estate.—The Northampt n Baptist Board to erect 
new church at King’s 
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Nottingham.—T.C. seek loan of £15,724 for adap- 
tations at Greencroft prim. sch., and £7,235 for 
alterations at 9-11, Waverley-st., for dining accom- 
modatien. 

Nuneaton.—T.C. 
Camp Hill site. 

Rowley Regis.—M.O.W. propose new telephone 
exchange adjacent to Lloyds Testing-house. 
ford Ives.—R.D.C. to build 10 houses at Heming- 
or 

Salford.—T.C. approved plans for extensions to 
Ordsall Dyeworks, Salford 5; reinstatement of war- 
damaged building at 101-103, Chapel-st.; extensions 
at Hampson-st., Oldham-st. and West Sute-st.. for 
Dorman & Smith, Ltd.—T.C, seek loan of £7,960 
for adaptation of Cranbrook, Sedgley Park-rd., 
Prestwich, as a hoste] for aged, and propose to 
erect 36 _ oo hE at Devonshire-rd. 

Scunthorpe.—Boro’ A., Town Hall, has prepared 
plans for 60 flats at Lincoln- gdns. estate 

Silsden.—U.D.C. S. is to prepare draft” layout for 
Gregory ‘flats at Sackville-rd. estate. 

_ Smalilburgh.—R.D.C. propose erection of 52 houses 
in eight parishes. 

Southport.—T.C. to prepare plans for shops, flats 
and aged persons’ bungalows at Heathfield-rd. site 
No. 15; and to negotiate with G. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., London, for erection of 50 houses. 

South Shields. —Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital 
Brd. are planning to build sick bays at South 
Shields General Hospita 

South Shields.—T.C. to ‘build 320 houses at Simon. 
side’ estate and 10 bungalows at Prince Edward-rd. 

South Shields.—Couves & Partners, architects. 
Carliol-hse., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have prepared plans 
for sub-station and ancillary buildings for proposed 
new iron ore quay at Tyne Dock, for Tyne Im- 
provement Commission. __ 

Sunderiand.—Vacuum Oil Co., Ltd., Oxford-st., 
London, W.1, propose erection of oil storage depot 
at Hendon Docks, to cost £50,000 

Sunderland.—Plans are being prepared by Page, 
Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields, for altera- 
tions to Burton House, ‘Borough- rd. ; 

Tredegar.—C. L. Jones, A., Queen’s Hill, Newport, 
Mon., has prepared plang for inf. sch. at Sirhowy. 

Waltham Cross.—Hening & Chitty, architects, 20, 
Gower-sst., W.C.1, have prepared plans for jun. 
and inf. sch. at Park-la. z 

Warwick.—Birmingham Reg. Hospital Brd., 10, 
Augustus-rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham, propose 
building a thoracic surgery unit at King Edward 
VII Sanatorium. 

Washington.—Durham Coal Board are to carry 
out alterations to their offices at Usworth Hall, 
and a canteen is proposed at Washington Glebe 
Colliery. : 

Wem.—R.D.C. propose erection of 30 houses at 
Higher Heath. 

West Hartlepool.—T.C. to erect 36 flats between 
Lambton-st. and Catherin-st.; 54 flats at Lambton- 
st., and Hilda-st.; and 30 houses at Lynn-st. Boro’ 
A. is A. G. Sinclair. : 

Wharfedale.—R.D.C. approved plans for social hall 
at Moor-la., for Askwith Social Hall Com. ; and sub- 
station at The Paper Mills, Pool, for B. & S. White- 
ley, Ltd. 

Workington.—B.C. 
houses at Westfield-dr., 


propose 100 No Fine houses at 


to prepare quantities for 90 
Westfield estate. 
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* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes previsionally accepted. 

~ Denotes recommended for acceptance, 

§ Denotes accepted ouniess to modification. 

4 Doustes accepted by M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Audenshaw.—28 houses: *Ford Bank Estates, 
Ltd., 25, Cross-st., Manchester. . 


Audenshaw.—10 houses: *W. Hughes, Audenshaw. 


ete a houses: *S. Kelly & Bros., Ltd., 
Ashton. 


Birmingham.—Erection of civic restaurant at 
High-st., Deritend: *Parsons & Morrin, Ltd., 133, 
Belgrave-rd., Birmingham. 


Blackpool. —E rection of new inf. sch. at Langdale- 
rd., Mereside estate. for E.C.; *Atherton Bros., 
Ltd., Blackpool, £56,319. 

Bootle —Houses at Sterrixla. site, for B.C.: 
*Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., St. Mary’s- 
rd., Liverpool, £136,000 (100); *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 
68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead. £57,602 (40); and 
*W. B. Clare,  Pilston Childwall, Priory-rd., Liver- 
pool, £17,604 (12). 

Bradford.—60 houses at Harrogate-rd., for T.C.: 
*T. A. Rae, 3, Green-cl., Bullroyd-la., Bradford, 
£87,994 (in lieu of previous tender). 300 houses at 
Thorpe Edge estate: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
Carlisle, £459,808. Erection of Eccleshill North 
rim. sch., for E.C.: *Wright, North & Son, 267, 
eeds-rd., Idle, £152,333 (in lieu of previous tender). 


Po .-~ gateae .—12 houses for T.C.:° *Direct Labour, 

Cannock.—22 houses at Primrose Park site, Penk- 
ridge, for R.D.C.: *J. H. Vint & Sons, Ltd., 30/34, 
North-st., Wolverhampton, £30,143. 

Chester-le-Street.—Modernisation of Ward 3 at 
Chester-le-Street General Hospital, for Newcastle 
Reg. Hospital Brd., Dunira, Osborne-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne: *William Norman, West-la., Chesterle 
Street, £8,082 (subject to M.H. consent). 

Coventry.—Erection of stage 2 of Caludon Castle 
sec. Sch.: *Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd., 52, Warwick-st. 

Groydon.—15 flats at Warren-rd. and Lower 
Addiscombe-rd, for B.C.: *Thomas Wilson, London, 
S.W.9, £18,833. 

Croydon.—Four shops with living accommodation 
at Monks Hill estate for B.C.: *J. Lawson & Co., 
Ltd., 28, Park-rd. North, Acton, W.3, £12,727. 

Cuckfield. —20 houses at Bolney, for R.D.C. E. & 
S.. A. Hutchings, M.B.E., M.[.Mun.E.: *Thomas 
White (Haywards Heath), Ltd., £24,878 (plus 
£2,377 for site works). 

Cuckfield.—20 eon at hres Bridges, for 
R.D.C. E. & S., A. Hutchings, M.B.E., M.I.Mun.E.: 
“F. 'W. a" & ‘Sons, East Grinstead, £24,776. 

Easington.—16 houses at Thornley, for R.D.C.: 
*Edwards & Veti, Sunderland. 

Gateshead.—Rebuilding of fitting shop at 
Sowerby’s Ellison Glassworks. Architects are Arthur 


& : ott 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead: *Direct 
Labour 
Glasgow.—New public school at Lambhill-cres. 


for the Corporation. John MacNab (F.), 129, Bath- 
st., Glasgow, W.C.2: *James MacGlashen & Sons, 
Ltd., Glasgow. 

Hackney.—Six houses at 26-30, Southwold-rd., for 
B.C.: *Direct Labour, £13,825. 

Hammersmith.—32 flats at Kelmscott-gdns. exten- 
sion scheme, for B.C.: *Direct Labour, £61,714. 

Hammersmith.—Eight flats at 30-40, Richmond- 
way, W.12, for B.C.: *Direct Labour, £17,647. 

Hartlepool.—Eigh t houses at Hart-rd., for T.O. 
Plans by Boro’ E.: *Rennie & Sons (4); and *Atter 
& Davison (4). Foti local firms. 

Hartismere.—Ten houses at Botesdale and Hoxne 
for R.D.C.: *E. J. Aves, Redgrave, Diss—Botesdale, 
£5,823. *A. E. Strange, Brockdish, Diss—Hoxne, 

1944. 

Hebburn.—36 houses at Harleyburn-ave.: *H. E. 
-_ Bg Leopold-st., Hillfield. Sunderland. 

ion.—46 houses and 12 flats (Scheme No. 
ay) for B.C.: tRoger Malcolm, Ltd., £89,664. 

Huyton-with-Roby.—60 houses at St. John’s-rd. 
estate, for U.D.C.: *Direct Labour, £87,565. 

Liverpeol.—Erection of flats at Aigburth, for 
bag Lancs T.A.: *J. B. Johnson, Ltd., 18, Crown- 
st. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of new works con- 
tracts to the value of £500 or over plated by 
pecenarere of Contracts for the week ended 
April 19:— 


Concrete platform construction: Frank Haslam, 


Ltd., Doncaster. Building work: Y. J. Lovell & 
Sons, Ltd., Marlow, Bucks. General maintenance 
work: Lewis & Watters, 


Ltd., eat Spa ; 
Pat Paieman & Son, Ltd., Loughboreug Leics. 

atondon (Air Ministry). "Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over placed by Directorate of Contracts 
for week ended April 12:— 

Erection of —-s steelwork: Braithwaite & 
Co. Ciractere. kham, Surrey. Resurfac- 
ing work: Wink t- Quarries, Ltd., London, N.1. 
Resurfacing work and hardstandings : A. Monk & 
Co., Ltd., Warrington. General maintenance work : 
F. Parkinson, Ltd., Blackpool; Carter-Horseley 
(Engineers), Ltd., Waddon, Surrey; The Tees Side 

ridge & Engineering Works, Ltd., Middlesbrough, 
Yorks; Tasker & Booth, Ltd., — N.16; 
William Earbrow, Ltd., London, $.E 

{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts pe by M.O.W. 
during week ended Apri! 12:— 

London : Post Office Garage, 7-11, Hearn-st., E.C.2, 
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Erection of welfare accommodation, Hammond & 
Miles, Ltd., Scrafton-rd. Works, liford ; pelenmene 
Exchange, Willesden, Extensions, Haymills (Con- 
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Membership Certificate 


We have examined the 
records of the FEDERATION OF 
MASTER BUILDERS, Ltd., and we 
hereby certify that the total 
membership of the Federation at 
31st December, 1951, including the 
approved applications but ex- 
cluding any members whose 
subscriptions are unpaid for 1951, 


10,962 


BARSHAM, NIXON & HAMILTON, 


Chartered Accountants. 
Auditors. 


1, Lincoln‘s Inn Fields, 
London, W.C.2. 
roth April, 1952. 


'Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel. ; CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams : ‘*EFEMBE, Holb, London."’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 
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tractors), Ae, Hangar- ‘sr. i eee: ave., W.5. 
Cumberland : Hycemoor Erection of 28 
houses and site works Somes Crosby & Sons, Lid., 

Carr Wood, Hale, Cheshire. Fife: Government 


Buildings, "Hawklaw, Cupar, Erection of garage, 
etc., Alex. Fraser, Ltd., illie-st., Kirkcaldy 
Lancashire : 


M/Aagric. & Fishes., Fairhek). ‘Farm, 
ion of three workers’ houses, 
Eastwood & Sons, 6, St. ge's-ave., 
Cleveleys, Blackpool. Nottinghamshire : Weston, 
Erection of telephone repeater station, H. Rouse & 
Sons, Mansfield Woodhouse. Staffordshire : MN. : 
Smethwick, Erection of permanent office building, 
B. Whitehouse & Sons, Ltd., 247, Monument-r 
Birmingham. Sussez : "Shoreham. by- ‘Sea, Erection of 
ro iy Pe Station Dwellings, etc., Hoad & Taylor, 
Market-sq., Horsham. 

‘Steeten (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by W.D. during week ended April 12:— 

Lancashire: Miscellaneous, Brown & Jackson, 
Lid., Fleetwood. Merioneth : Miscellaneous, 
Middleton & Sons, Towyn. Denbighshire : Road- 
work, Bituminous Surfacing, Ltd., Manchester. 
Lancashire : Miscellaneous, ‘allis Bros., Liverpool ; 
Miscellaneous, Fairclough & Foster, Ltd., Liverpool. 
Bedfordshire : Miscellaneous, Holts (Bedford), Ltd., 
Bedford. Kent: Miscellaneous, L. Edwards & Sons, 
Ltad., Newington, Kent: Building work, L. Edwards 

Lid., Newington, Kent. 

Suffolk. Miscellaneous, ‘Tooley & Youngs, Stalham. 
Surrey: Miscellaneous, H. T. Hill & Son, Lid., 
Brookwood. Norfolk: Miscellaneous, ‘Tooley & 
Youngs, Stalham. London : Hutting, Henry Kent 
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CELLULAR BLOCKS 


cut easier —cut cost 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 


LONDON, PADdington 706! 








Boyle's -.zt.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO'MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
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(pulider). Lid., Lewisham. Kent: Miscellaneous, 
Goodsell, Maidstone. 


a bo Regis.—12 houses at Kingsway, for T.C. 
Plans by Lucas, Roberts al agg architects, Bam- 


field Hill Exeter: Hansford, King-st., 
Honiton von, £22,083. 

Middl -—32 houses at Borwick Hills site, 
for TC. J. Kenyon, wor" E.: *Balderson & 


Lee, Middlesbrough. £42,85: 

Middlesbrough tO of hutted Ward 9 
at Hemlington Hospital, for Newcastle Reg. 
Hospital Brd., Dunira, Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: *Norman Thom pson, Litd., Stonehouse-st., 
Middlesbrough, £7,249 Coudject to 'M.H. a proval). 

Morpeth.—56 houses at Spelvit-la., for T. Plans 
gate F. Ee Lag Sa an *J. Wilson, iLtd., Old- 

Bivth bertson & Co., East Park 

View. adr xia) ia "y Dodds & Sons, Dark-la., 

Morpeth 

ocemiaece Tyne: —Erection of light wariine 
shop, ~ sar 3 A training sch. 
Shields-rd., for C. A pag: & Co., Lid. Plans by 
firm’s own staff: *Stephen Easten, Ltd., Westgate 
Grange, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

N impton.—39 flats at section 2b of Kings 
Heath cores, for B.C.: *Direct Labour, £63,294. 

Rothwell.—s2 flats at Lawrence Villa site, for 
U.DL. : eee & Co. (Blackpool), Ltd., Black- 


pool, £35,124 

 Snemtel —Brection A factory at Solly-st., for 
Shiitito, Ltd.: *Tom Holmes & Son, Ltd., 

| Sheffield. 

Stirlingehire.— Extension to the Royal Infirmary, 
Stirling, est. to cost £30,000, for the Western 
po Board. John Keppie and Henderson & 

Cleaves (F. & A.), architects, 194, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2: *Duncan Stewart 
(Bonnybridge), Stirlingshire. 

sriiencoe houses at Nelstrop-rd., for B.C.: 
*F, Williamson, Higher Hillgate, Stockport, £45,480. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Rehabilitation of one block’ at 
Basford. C.P, sch., for E.C.: *H. J..Emervy, Ltd., 

sford. 

Tipton.—Erection of factory for Idoson Motor 
o linder Co., Ltd.: *R. M. Douglas, Ltd., George- 

Erdington, Birmingham. 

*"Walthamstow.—Conversion of Oaklands, West-ave., 
into six self-contained flats, for B.C.: *Direct 
Labour, £5,183 (subject to M.H. & L.G. approval). 

Weardale.—19 houses at Frosterley, for R.D.C. 
Council Offices, tanhope, Co. 
(Builders), Ltd., 2, Queen’s-id., 
Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Weardale. —19 houses at Frosterley. for R.D.C. 
A. is J. Lawton, Council Offices, Stanhope, Co. 
Durham: *R. Gallacher, Ltd., Cemetery -rd., Black- 
hill, Co. Durham. 

West Hartlepool. —12 flats at Owton Manor eState, 
for T.C.: *W. W. Brazell, Ltd. (2); *Taylor & Evans 
(4); and *C. M. Yuill, Ltd. (6). All local firms. 
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